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Brother Stephen T. McGuire 
  Most Worshipful Grand Master 

 

Hello Brethren, 

 

Our time as Grand Master and First Lady is flying by faster than 
anyone can imagine.  My third Grand Masterôs visitation was to my 
Mother Lodge (Mt. Vernon No. 4) and was, once again, attended 
by a phenomenal number of Masons.  I am amazed at the number 
of brothers who attend these events as well as the wonderful 
programs presented. This event had over 140 brothers in 
attendance as well as a fine presentation on restoration of classic 
sailboats. This subject is near and dear to my heart and I 
thoroughly enjoyed the extremely well prepared presentation.  
  
These past two months have been extremely busy and Maureen 
and I have had a wonderful time both vacationing and representing 
Rhode Island.  In January, we went on a wonderful cruise of the 
Western Caribbean, accompanied by 36 others.  We had a ball!  
Our ports of call were Cozumel, Grand Cayman and Jamaica.  In 
Cozumel, Maureen and I went by ferry to Playa Del Carmen and 
then by bus to Chechen Itza. It was a long ride for a very short visit 
but the Mayan ruins were breath-taking and I would recommend 
this excursion to anyone.  In Grand Cayman, we went shopping 

with M\W\Ray Hassell, Lady Lynn and their granddaughters 
Rachel and Callie.  We had a great time but it was different for me 
shopping with young ladies.  We shopped for several hours and 
no one asked, ñwhen are we going to eat?ò.  In Jamaica, Maureen 
made it up Dunnôs River Falls all by herself ï I needed a boost to 
get up a few rocks but made it. 
 
When we returned to our ship (Celebrity Silhouette) from our 
Jamaica visit we immediately had a lodge meeting followed by a 
cocktail party.  This Occasional Meeting of Grand Lodge was held 

at 18  ̄29.7ò north of the equator and 77  ̄38.8ò west of Greenwich.  
In attendance were three past Grand Masters of Rhode Island:  

M\W\Herbert McGuire, M\W\Steven Smith and 

M\W\Raymond Hassell.  In addition, we were joined by 

R\W\Ronald Aungst, Sr., Past Grand Master of Pennsylvania 

and M\W\William Stevens ,Jr., Past Grand Master of Delaware. 
 

W\Dave LePage of Friendship Lodge No. 7 served as secretary 
of this occasional lodge and he was to make a special presentation 

of a 25-Year Service Medal to R\W\Joe Plante, Past Grand 

Marshal.  Unfortunately, W\LePage was very busy in the days 
leading up to the cruise and forgot the pin on his desk in Rhode 
Island. Thanks to the resourcefulness of Brother LePage, a          
25-Year lapel  pin was  procured from  Doric Lodge No. 140 of Fort 
 

 
 

V¢p}s \p£¤t¢Ą£ \t££pvt 
 
 
Lauderdale, Florida the night before we sailed and all went off 

without a problem.  Atta Boy, W\Dave!  It was also my pleasure 
to present a 25-Year Masonic lapel pin from St. Johns Lodge No. 

1 Providence to R\W\Ron Reed. A great occasional meeting of 
Grand Lodge, miles from home, presenting 25-Year pins to two 
Past Grand Marshals.  It canôt get any better. 
 
But it did!  As great as our occasional meeting of Grand Lodge 
was, it was far from the highlight of the cruise.  That highlight came 

the night before.  R\W\Joe Plant and Lady Denise renewed their 
wedding vows after 30 years of marriage. Everyone within our 

cruise party attended and were honored to do so!  R\W\Andre 
Gregoire very capably presided over the ceremonies and 
everyone was pleased to be with Denise and Joe to share this 
special event.  I want an invitation for your renewal at your 60th! 
   
Omaha, Nebraska was on neither Maureen nor my bucket list as 
places to visit but thatôs where the Grand Mastersô Conference was 
held in February.  The Grand Secretary and the Grand Council 
(excluding the Junior Grand Warden) attended and conducted 
themselves professionally and with dignity.  Our Junior Grand 

Warden, R\W\Ken Poyton was unable to attend because of the 
passing of his Mom.  He and Colleen were sorely missed in Omaha 
and I ask that you keep them in your prayers.  I also ask that you 

pray for Senior Warden R\W\Glenn Carlson and Lady Dawn 
over the recent passing of Glennôs brother. 
  
Elsewhere within this issue you will find a notice for our 2nd Town 
Hall meeting on April 22nd.  Please make every effort to attend.  
Many questions and issues were raised at our 1st meeting and weôll 
try to address those in April.  I urge your attendance. 
 
This will be my last issue of the RI Freemason as Grand Master.  I 
canôt believe this is all coming to an end, but Iôve tried to do a good 
job and Maureen and I hope most of you are satisfied.  In the next 
issue, Iôll be back as immediate Past Grand Master to express my 

many thanks to all of you for your support.   § 
 
Sincerely and fraternally, 

 

Steve McGuire 
Grand Master 
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Recently, I learned of the existence of a Masonic stone set on the 
property of the Shelter Harbor Inn located in Westerly, Rhode 
Island. I first learned of the stone, like many Brothers, while 
reading through the Grand Lodge website and the Rhode Island 
Freemason.   Although many Rhode Island Masons are now aware 
of the stoneôs existence, few, if any, could communicate the full 
story and the complete ancestry of the stone.  In an effort to reveal 
the true genesis of the stone, I commenced an investigation into 
the origin of the Shelter Harbor Masonic Stone. This mystery 
started me on a quest to answer two main questions.  First, who 
set this stone and second, why was this stone set at Shelter 
Harbor?  
  

Who set the stone is an amazing story itself, and begins with a 
man named Franklin Dana Lawson.  Franklin Dana Lawson was a 
world-famous singer, physician, and Freemason who first 
discovered what is now Shelter Harbor while taking passage on a 
steamship  that  was passing the  coast of Westerly, Rhode Island. 

While looking out on the 
coastal farmland he set his 
sights on purchasing the 
property.  The Shelter Harbor 
Inn is located on a large 
parcel of farmland dating 
back to the early 1800s.  The 
original structure on the 
property has become what is 
now known as the Inn and 
was originally surrounded by 
approximately 200 acres of 
farmland which is today 
known as the community of 
Shelter Harbor. 
   

His initial vision for his 
discovery  was to  establish a 

music colony on the site.  He envisioned a place where musicians 
and their families could gather and live during their off season or 
relaxing period, between the summer music season in Newport, 
Rhode Island, and the winter season in New York City.  He initially 
called this place Musicolony.  He purchased the property in 1911 
with the vision of establishing a restful sanctuary for his fellow 
musicians.  Although an ambitious project for any man, Dr. Lawson 
was not just any man, Dr. Lawson was a native of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, who went on to receive his Medical Doctorate from 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Columbia University in 
New York.  Although Dr. Lawson was a noted physician and 
surgeon, he also had a strong passion for music.  This passion 
was so great that he eventually resigned his medical affiliations to 
pursue his true affection of becoming a singer.  Dr. Lawson not 
only went on to become a singer, he went on to become a world-
famous tenor.  His unique training as a specialized throat surgeon 
and his skilled command of his own voice led him to international 
prominence as an expert on the human voice.  In 1944 he authored 
the book, ñThe Human Voiceò, which shows its readers how to 
control the human voice using several fundamental techniques he 
developed.  Dr. Lawson was a noted voice teacher as well.  He 
served as a vocal teacher and coach to many students.  During 
the early years of the colony, he encouraged his students and 
other musicians to visit the Inn and to purchase building lots in the 
newly established community.  By 1918, the ñMusicolonyò had 
evolved to include many non-musicians, and the community 
eventually changed its vision as well as its name from the original 
ñMusicolonyò to Shelter Harbor.  As a tribute to his composer idols, 

many of the roads within the Shelter Harbor community still retain 
the names of famous musical composers such as Wagner, Bach, 
Verdi, Handel, and Rossini.  
 

Dr. Lawsonôs status as a 
world-famous tenor is no 
exaggeration.  He traveled 
throughout the world 
performing his amazing 
talent.  One of his more 
notable trips was his August 
5, 1908, voyage to Europe 
traveling on the English 
luxury liner the Lusitania.  
Recall that the Lusitania was 
a British steamer that was 
torpedoed by a German 
submarine and sank leading 
up to the United States 
entrance into World War I and 
sparked  a   major  diplomatic 

furor.  During his tour of Europe, he was very well received and 
performed in Berlin, Vienna, Paris and London. Remarkably,  
Franklin Lawson was also one of the first early musicians to 
preserve his voice on the phonograph, newly invented by Thomas 
Edison in 1877. On this recording the noteworthy tenor performs a 
memorable rendition of ñTell Her I Love Her Soò on the Edison 
Amberol: 769 released in 1911. 
 

The 1920s 

 

In order to understand the second question as to why the stone 
was set at Shelter Harbor, one must first understand the times in 
which the stone was set.  The roaring twenties, as they have come 
to be known, were a time of great growth and prosperity at least 
within many of the urban cities throughout the country.  It was also 
a time of immense Masonic building throughout the nation.  
Countless magnificent Masonic structures were begun during this 
period.  For the first time in history, the vast electrification of the 
home and workplace allowed for leisure time.  By the late 1920s, 
there were more people living in the urban centers of America than 
in its rural areas.  Also, approximately 9 million automobiles were 
registered between 1920 and 1930.  This had the effect of urban 
centers being places fraught with traffic, crowds and a faster pace 
of life.  It is all this that had perhaps inspired Dr. Lawson and others 
to seek out a quieter more restful oasis in the country.  
 

The Masonic Influence 

 

The Masonic stone located at Shelter Harbor is carefully engraved 
with the instantly recognizable Masonic markings of the Square 
and Compass.  Under the Square and Compass, engraved into 
the stone is the date, .D. MCMXXVII  (1927).  On the top of the 
stone there are clear indications of the past presence of a plaque 
which would have no doubt revealed the true origins of the stone.  
However, for reasons lost to time, the original plaque was 
removed, which then only serves to perpetuate this mystery.  
 

It was during the seemingly endless prosperity of 1927 that Dr. 
Lawsonôs revised vision for Shelter Harbor began to take hold.  His 
new plan was to create a retreat for ñhis fellow Christian Masons.ò  
The project began with the lofty goal of raising $1,500,000 and the 
placement of a commemorative Masonic Stone.  On Tuesday, July 
5, 1927, the stone setting ceremonies began with the raising of a 
flag sent to Shelter Harbor by one of America's most accomplished 
generals and fellow Freemason, John J. Persing. The stone was 
laid in place with the assistance of the Alexandria Lodge of 
Virginia.  What helped to make the ceremonial setting of this stone 
so special was the working tools used to set the stone.   
 

(continued on page 5)

Shelter Harbor - Musicolony - Masonic Retreat 
& the Masonic Stone 

By: Brother, Paul DeRita, P.M. - Franklin Lodge No. 20 
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                     Stephen T. McGuire 
 

          Our 161st Grand Master 
      of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society 
      of Free & Accepted Masons for the State of 
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Saturday, April 22, 2017 
 

Quonset O-Club 
200 Lt. James Brown Road,  North Kingstown, RI  02852 

 

 

Hosted by Mount Vernon Lodge No. 4   F. & A.M. 
 

Social Hour Begins at 6:00 PM, Dinner at 7:00 PM 

 

(Entertainment during Social Hour and after Dinner) 
 

Reservation must be made by April 10, 2017 

 
Please contact Brother Bill Dawless at:  
401-258-0704 or Alchemguy@aol.com 

 
Or Visit our secure online marketplace to make your reservation instantly:  

www.GMTestimonial.com 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Please return reservation form with payment to: 
 

 

Ronald W. Slocum, Secretary 
65 Maple Drive  Harrisville, RI 02830 

 

Make Check Payable to: Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4 

 
Name:__________________________             ________Stuffed Chicken 
 
Email:__________________________             ________Prime Rib 
 
Telephone:______________________                      ________Vegetarian 
 
Lodge:__________________________             ________Amount Enclosed 

 

 

Reservation Deadline is April 10th  

$35.00 per person 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please Join Us for 
 

New England 
 Brotherhood Night 
Saturday, April 8, 2017 

 

Sponsored in 2017 by the  
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island 

 

Program by the  
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire 

 

!ƭƭ aŀǎƻƴǎ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΧΦ 
 

Social Hour: 4:30 ς 5:30 PM 
Dinner: 5:30 ς 7:00 PM 
Presentation: 7:00 PM 

 

$30.00  
 

To be held at the Grand Lodge of RI 
222 Taunton Ave.  East Providence, RI 

 
Reservations are required no later than 

April 1, 2017 
 

Reservations may be made online at the 
Grand Lodge web site: 

 rimasons.org  
 

Or in person at the Grand Lodge offices. 
All checks must be received by the deadline. 

Please make checks payable to: 
The Grand Lodge of Rhode Island  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Come join brothers and Grand Lodge 
officers from throughout New England for 

an evening of brotherhood and 
entertainment. 

 

 

 

mailto:Alchemguy@aol.com
http://www.gmtestimonial.com/
http://www.rimasons.org/
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The square, level and plumb used to set 
the stone had not been used since 1793 
when Brother George Washington had 
used these very tools to set the 
cornerstone to the United States Capitol 
building in Washington.    
 

Unfortunately, Dr. Lawsonôs Masonic 
vision for Shelter Harbor never fully 
materialized. In the mid-1920s, the 
roaring twenties, it may have seemed 
that the prosperity would never end.  
This, as we now know was not to be.  By 
1929 the most devastating economic 
collapse occurred, followed by the great 
depression, forever ending Dr. Franklin 
Lawsonôs vision for this Westerly 
Masonic retreat.  This unfinished work is 
very reminiscent of one of Rhode Islandôs 
more famous unfinished Masonic 
Temple structures which sat idle for 
many years in downtown Providence, 
began in the same year and suffering a 
similar fate.  Fortunately, many of these 
monuments to the past still exist in one 
form or another and await our 
rediscovery. 
   

The harsh reality exists that there is a 
long list of former Masonic buildings 
constructed in the United States that 
have been re-purposed for non-Masonic 
use and although these noted landmarks 
may never again serve as meeting 
places for the craft, we can take solace in 
the fact that precisely because of the 
architecture and beauty of these 
magnificent monumental structures, they 
have been preserved, rediscovered and 
in many cases repurposed.  Therefore, it  
is incumbent upon us to preserve the true 
origins of these structures, temples and 
markers upon which are delineated the 

symbols of Freemasonry.      § 
 
 
 
 
 
 
York Rite College? To many itôs an un-
known body of Masonry to others itôs a 
body they know little about. Briefly, the 
purpose of the College is to foster a spirit 
of co-operation among all the bodies of 
York Rite Masonry. We are to assist our 
Chapters and Councils in their ritualistic 
endeavors. Strengthen York Rite 
Masonry, reward outstanding service 
and finally to support benevolent 
endeavors. 
 

It seems for a while York Rite Masonry 
has taken a bit of a backseat to Masonry 
in general. When in fact our Blue Lodges 
are very much a part of York Rite 
Masonry. It was in the City of York,  
 

England where King Athelstan chartered 
the first guild lodge. It was at that time 
that 15 articles and 15 points were 
penned as a guide to Freemasonry. 
 

The York Rite College in Rhode Island 
chartered under the name What Cheer 
College No. 43, meets in Cumberland, 
Rhode Island. The College meets 3 times 
yearly plus an annual communication to 
elect a Governor of the College and the 
officers as well as conduct normal 
business and initiate members.  
 

The College is in the beginning of a 
renaissance, which we hope to continue 
for years to come and make the College 
in our jurisdiction a viable part of Masonic 
education. We hope youôll take the time 
to look into the College, there are some 
fine companions who would enjoy the 

company of their brothers.      § 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last December I was installed Prior of 
Roger Williams Priory No. 48 Knights of 
the York Cross of Honour. It's an honor 
to preside over K.Y.C.H. which has 
dedicated and distinguished Masons. 
Most Masons have heard of K.Y.C.H. 
however, how many know when it was 
formed and the requirements for 
membership?  
 

The Convent General of the United 
States of America was formed in Monroe, 
North Carolina on June 6, 1930 to 
administer the Order. We were formed in 
Rhode Island in 1952. In 2013 there were 
about 12,000 members in Convent 
General which shows that out of all the 
Freemasons in North America only a very 
small number are qualified and invited to 
join the organization.  
 

Requirements for membership are that 
each proposed candidate must have 
presided each of the four York 
Rite Bodies. I quote from the Convent 
General no individual should aspire to 
membership in K.Y.C.H. when he has 
done the required work and done it well, 
he will be invited to membership. Our 
stated Conclaves are held in the months 
of March, June, September, and 
December on a date approved by the 
majority vote of the Knights. The elected 
officers are the Eminent Prior, Deputy 
Prior, Warder, Treasurer/Registrar, 
Prelate, Orator and Herald. We also have 
four lecturers which are appointed by the 
Prior. I hope this enlightens those who 
were not familiar with Knights of the York 

Cross of Honor.        § 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

On June 24th, Royal Arch Masons will 
have a unique opportunity to seek further 
light in Freemasonry by attending a one 
day festival where the three Council, or 
Cryptic Degrees are conferred. To be 
eligible, one must be a Royal Arch Mason 
and have already been voted upon in 
Council and have a letter from your 
Council stating you are eligible to receive 
the Cryptic Degrees and must be 
accompanied by your sponsor. In 
partnership with the Grand Council of 
Massachusetts, the Cryptic Degrees will 
be held at John T. Heard Lodge, 70 
Topsfield Rd., Ipswich, MA. If you are 
already a York Rite Mason, please 
consider witnessing the degrees again to 
refresh your light and knowledge, 
especially if itôs been a while. Fellowship 
and a BBQ will follow the festival. For 
more information contact John Lawson, 
III, Grand Recorder of Grand Council of 
Rhode Island at jalawsoniii@gmail.com. 

  

The Council Degrees of Royal Master 
and Select Master are commonly 
referred to as Cryptic Degrees because 
they concern subterranean vaults or 
crypts beneath King Solomonôs Temple. 
These crypts were commonly used for 
the safe deposit of treasure and valuable 
secrets to be preserved for future 
generations. Here you will find our Grand 
Master very much alive and receive 
lessons of useful labor on Earth and a 
worthy end of life. In the Select Master 
Degree secrets are imparted that clarify 
the preceding degrees and will answer 
questions you may have. 

  

The Super Excellent Master Degree is 
part of the Council Degrees but it is not 
considered Cryptic because it does not 
refer to a crypt or vault. It refers to the last 
days of Zedekiah, the last King of Judah, 
and his punishment for disobeying the 
commands of Jeremiah and the destruct-
ion of the Temple and Jerusalem. Here 
you will learn lessons on fidelity and trust, 
among other dramas contained in the Old 
Testament. 

  

What is particular to Cryptic Masonry is 
that it precedes the Royal Arch Degree. 
By structuring the degrees inversely like 
this, it forces the Royal Arch Mason to 
reflect on the path he has already 
traveled to gain more light and 
knowledge in Freemasonry. In Blue 
Lodge, you are taught how the WORD 
was lost and its hopeful recovery. In 
Royal Arch Masonry you are taught the 
WORDôs recovery. In Cryptic Masonry 
you are taught how the WORD was 

preserved for future generations.          § 
 
 

                What Cheer No. 43 
     York Rite College 
   By: Brother,Robert Palazzo 
                  Governor   

                   

                                                                              

                                                                                Roger Williams 
                        Priory No.48 
 

 By: Brother, Eugene Thibeault, Prior 

 

Cryptic Masonry 

By: W\Roy Pruett, P.M. 

       

mailto:jalawsoniii@gmail.com


Page 6       April/May   2017       __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the weekend of February 3-5, 2017, The Grand Chapter of RI 
hosted a Canadian/American Exchange at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
in Warwick, RI. 
 

In attendance were three Canadian Provinces and there were nine 
American Jurisdictions represented, for a total of three hundred 
plus people in attendance.  The Most Worthy Grand Patron, Robert 
C. Pennoyer and the Right Worthy Grand Secretary, Gary E. Miller 
along with their wives were present as well. Right Worshipful 
Glenn S. Carlson, Senior Grand Warden, represented the Grand 
Master at the banquet.  The Honorable Scott Avedesian, Mayor of 
the City of Warwick, was also in attendance. 
 

The weekend began on Friday evening, with a casual ñMeet & 
Greetò with a Pasta Station Buffet and entertainment and a huge 
amount of fellowship. Saturday started with breakfast, elected line 
officer meetings and free time for those not involved in meetings.  
Following lunch, we had a short rehearsal and opened a formal 
meeting of Eastern Star.  We then initiated two new members into 
the Order who are now the newest members in Rhode Island.  The 
work was superb and was performed by a compilation of officers 
from the various jurisdictions present. Following the initiation, 
introductions were made and then members of RI Rainbow and RI 
DeMolay performed the Seven Plus Seven Equals Ten Degree.  
This was followed by a social hour and banquet.   
 

Sunday morningôs breakfast was well attended and then our Grand 
Chaplain, Sister Dawn Mitchell-Winters, conducted a Devotional 
Service, using the Heroines of our Order as her inspiration for the 
Service.  We all said our goodbyes and everyone had safe travels 
home. 
 

During the event, we held a 50/50 Drawing to benefit the family of 
a Rhode Island member who lost her 2-year valiant fight to brain 
cancer at the young age of 39 years. We raised $1200.00 to help 
defray her medical expenses. 
   

The main Charity for the weekend was Regenerative Medicine.  
This research has proven to be beneficial to those persons who 
are involved in organ transplantation.  By using cells from your own 
body to grow replacement organs, it reduces rejection of organ 
transplantation from either a living or a cadaver donor.  We were 
able to raise approximately $9500.00 for this worthwhile charity of 
our Most Worthy Grand Matron, Sister, Helen C. Westmoreland 

and Most Worthy Grand Patron, Brother, Robert C. Pennoyer.   § 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rhode Island DeMolay is constantly gaining momentum and 
growing month to month. We are seeing so much activity between 
the three Chapters and their growing involvement within our great 
fraternity as well as working with their Rainbow sisters. 
 

We held Pawtucket Chapterôs Installation on January 28th at Jenks 
Lodge. Brother John Petit was Installed Master Councilor. This day 
is special not only in the beginning of a new term of office and 
installation of the new Master Councilor, but this also is the first 
installation of officers for Pawtucket Chapter in 20 years!  This was 
only possible by the hard work and dedication of the DeMolays of 
Pawtucket Chapter and of the Advisors as well. These men were 
some of those who were the driving force who resurrected this 
Chapter. They all should be commended. To the new Master 
Councilor, we would like to congratulate you for your 

achievements and look forward to what is to come from you and 
the members in the coming year. 
 

The final installation was held at Fidelity Chapter on March 12th. 
Brother Armando Barragan began his second term and we look 
forward to his continued success in the East. 
 

In March, as DeMolays, we came into some busy and exciting 
times. March was DeMolay Month and had a multitude of events 
planned Internationally with programs to boost DeMolay for 
Membership, Community Outreach, and Service Projects. With 
these efforts, DeMolay also has one of its Obligatory Days, the 
Day of Devotion. This day is to remind DeMolays of our service to 
God. As in the Craft, we hold no religious creed, only that our 
members have faith in God. To honor this Obligatory Day, Rhode 
Island DeMolay held a Devotional Service at the Scottish Rite on 
March 18th. 
 

To close this message, we will be having a Grand Masterôs Class 

in honor Most Worshipful Stephen McGuire. M\W\McGuire is a 
Senior DeMolay and has been an amazing supporter throughout 
his life, and term as Grand Master. This is one of our ways to honor 
him and his service to DeMolay, and most importantly his service 
to our Grand Lodge and all of us. 
 

The Grand Masterôs Class will be held on April 30th at Jenks Lodge 
in Pawtucket, RI. It will begin at 2:00PM with a light collation to 
follow. Please come out and support not only our Grand Master 
but also the young men who will be beginning their journey as 
DeMolays. Finally, if you know of a young man you would like to 
join DeMolay, please contact Dad Michael K. Lawson, Executive 
Officer of Rhode Island DeMolay, or visit www.ridemolay.org and 

obtain a petition for membership.    § 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the past 4-years National Camping Travelers has participated 
in the Springfield RV & Outdoor Show sharing a table with 
Travelers Woods of New England Campground in Bernardston, 
MA which is owned by Masons.  The show is held each year on 
Presidents Day Weekend and this year attracted more than 47,000 
people! Melha Shriners also had a large booth at the show and 
their clown unit walks around entertaining the public with their 
costumes and balloons.  Our limited audience is Masons who like 
 

(continued on page 7) 

                        

                                                                                Grand Chapter of Rhode Island  
                          Order of the Eastern Star 
                           By: Brother, Frank Allen, P.G.P. 

 
 

 

                                                                                              Rhode Island DeMolay 
   By: Brother, James Ogilvie 
    Deputy Executive Officer 
 
 

 

                                         

Marketing the Fraternity 
By: Brother, Raymond Greer 
P.M. Franklin Lodge No. 20 

 
 

 

L- R: Brother Ray Geer P.M. Franklin Lodge No. 20 (RI); Brother Joe Daws-
Knowles, Past President National Camping Travelers (Canada); and Brother 
Bob Coates, Past National Rally Chairman (NY). 

 

http://www.ridemolay.org/
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to go camping.  We collected contact information from 30+ Masons 
at the show and will follow up with them about joining NCT.  We 
are also frequently asked questions about the fraternity and how 
to join.  When appropriate, we pass the information on to a lodge 
in their area. 
 

Marketing the Fraternity is not about asking men to become a 
Mason. It is about letting the community know about the good 
things we as Masons do and the fun that we have doing it.  This 
includes charitable events we participate in, charitable 
contributions, scholarships, parades, community work projects, 
etc. I would strongly encourage every lodge to make themselves 
visible in their community. 
 

For  more   information   visit:    www.MasonicFamilyCampers.org  
for a calendar and up-to-date information and camping reservation 
forms. Brother Ray Geer can be contacted at 860-608-5265 or by 

email at NCTDistrictOne@gmail.com.   § 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of the National Sojourners shall be to organize 
current and former members of the Armed Forces of the United 
States who are Master Masons into Chapters for the promotion of 
good fellowship, for supporting all patriotic aims and activities in 
Masonry, and for developing true patriotism and Americanism 
throughout the Nation. 
 

The Chapter meetings are open to members, spouses, and 
interested veterans. We hold our meetings at a local restaurant 
which includes dinner. The Chapter inducts members into the 
Heroes of ñ76ò Degree upon recommendation from the members. 
 

The next meeting of the Chapter will be Thursday, June 15, 2017 
at Palôs Restaurant, 41 Division Street, East Greenwich, RI at    
6:30 PM. Please contact he Secretary, Baccus for reservations at 

rickbaccus@cox.net.     § 
 
 
 
 
WHEN a man desires to become a member of the Masonic 
Fraternity he signs a petition for the degrees stating that he freely 
and voluntarily offers himself for the mysteries of Freemasonry. 
After the Lodge receives the petition and the proper procedures 
have been followed, the hour for balloting arrives and the Master 
announces that the Lodge is about to ballot on the petition of Mr. 
John Jones to receive the mysteries of Freemasonry. The ballot 
being favorable, due record is made that Mr. Jones was elected to 
receive the mysteries of Freemasonry. On the eve of initiation 
before any move may be made toward entering the Lodge, the 
candidate must again assert that he is offering himself for the 
mysteries of Freemasonry.  
 

Through each of the degrees, either in thoughts expressed or 
implied, the idea of mystery is conveyed to the candidate. 
 

Scholars, historians, authorities dispute about the age of 
Freemasonry. At times the disagreement is caused by a lack of 
understanding of terminology. Freemasonry is over 250 years old 
if by that term is meant that society which created the first Grand 
Lodge. If Freemasonry's earliest document, the Regius Manuscript 
is correctly dated, Freemasonry is nearly 600 years old. If belief in 
the early date mentioned in that manuscript is sustainable and 
Freemasons met in the City of York A.D. 926 then Freemasonry is 
more than 1,000 years old. If by Freemasonry is meant an 
organization which employs symbols and religious practices which 

come from the dawn of civilization, then Freemasonry is as old as 
civilization itself. 
  

Whatever age we may assume Freemasonry has attained, many 
generations of human life are represented. In all phases of human 
endeavor, social, political, civic, and in the fields of science, art, 
and culture vast changes have taken place. Our mode of life has 
transformed from bare existence to luxurious living; transportation 
from foot to ox-cart to horse to steam to air; communication from 
tom-tom to electronics; kingdoms have waxed and waned; the 
entire world has become much different. 
  

Through all these changes Freemasonry has retained the same 
ideals, taught the same principles and maintained the Ancient 
Landmarks of the Fraternity. Through all these ages and changes, 
to each one who has entered the portals of Freemasonry, the hint 
of mystery, the desire to know what Freemasonry really is, has 
ever been present. 
 

The principles and beliefs of the Fraternity, many of the practices, 
the exoteric work, is published for any to read who care to do so. 
But there is an undefinable something more, something which we 
cannot explain. A Brother when asked to explain Freemasonry 
replied, "I know what it is until you ask, but when you ask I cannot 
explain." Freemasonry is an emotion deep within us, a mystery 
which we propose to call the Soul of Freemasonry. 
  

In the unabridged dictionary, there are several definitions of soul, 
four of which we find applicable to use in defining Freemasonry.  
 

1. Soul - A person who leads or inspires. 
  

How true this is of the Fraternity as well as of individual Masons. 
All the good works of the Fraternity must be done - not as an 
organization - but by Masons as individuals, yet it has been the 
result of the associations formed within the confines of the Lodge 
room, the result of inspiration gained from the teachings of 
Freemasonry, that these beneficial works came to fruition. 
  

Consider the role that Freemasonry has assumed through its 
votaries in framing the Declaration of Independence, the 
Constitution of these United States and many other important 
landmarks in our country's history. Consider the part that 
Freemasonry has played, through its members, in every forward 
movement of education, civic associations and government on 
every level. Someone has said that every movement for good in 
every field has had as its prime movers or most ardent supporters 
those who were members of the Fraternity. Surely, a part of the 
mystery, a part of the Soul of Freemasonry is its capacity to inspire 
and to provide leadership. 
 

2. Soul - The necessary or central part of anything, that part which 

gives vigor and character. 

  

Consideration of this definition of soul immediately brings to mind 
the ritual and the laws of Freemasonry as the central and 
necessary parts of our system which impart vigor and give 
character when properly used and consciously interpreted. 

  

No composition is more beautiful, more majestic and more 
satisfying to the peace of mind than our ritual. We love it, we never 
tire of hearing it, and each hearing brings new meaning to us in 
each of its words and phrases. Only the Holy Scriptures, divinely 
inspired excel the ritual in majesty, inspiration and beauty. 
  

The code of Masonic Law, with the Ancient Charges and 
Constitutions, the basis of all Masonic Laws, the codes of all Grand 
Jurisdictions give character to Freemasonry.  
 

Each Jurisdiction has its own code or set of laws, yet each lives in 
harmony with all others. Annually, or oftener, there is an exchange 
of new laws, a revision of old laws, and an interchange of the 
activities of each. We need no special dispensation, no passport 

  

(continued on page 8)
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or visa to visit in sister Jurisdictions, only to be able to prove that 
we are Brothers. Each Jurisdiction is a law unto itself, the rituals 
may differ, but we enjoy fellowship one with the other and 
experience that emotion deep within us which tells us we are 
brothers. 
  

H.L. Haywood in one of his articles, commenting on this exchange 
of ideas between Jurisdictions, gives birth to the idea of nations 
and religious denominations using a similar system of exchange 
of ideas and practices. Each becoming more strong, more an entity 
in itself, yet through a free exchange of ideas, laws and freedom, 
all working harmoniously together. Perhaps here is a field not yet 
explored that Freemasons could profitably study and promote for 
the good and eventual benefit of all mankind. Freemasonry does 
have those qualities which impart vigor and character. 

  

3. Soul - The essential part of a person's identity, that part of a 

man's nature where feeling, ideals and morals center. 
 

Again, it is apparent that in our ritual and our laws the ideals and 
morals of Freemasonry are set forth and described, but it is in the 
individual Brother that the feelings, ideals and morals center. The 
Brother who is a Mason in the purest sense of the term, is the 
center of, and the living Soul of Freemasonry. Each of us has 
experienced that special, not to be described thrill, that good 
feeling which comes to us in every Masonic fellowship, with every 
handclasp and renewal of acquaintance. 
  

We usually think of a soul as something alive, living, immortal. It is 
my belief that the mystery, the Soul of Freemasonry is constituted 
of some part of the living immortal soul of every inspired, devoted 
Brother who has been Freemasonry's progenitors. Those who 
during their lives left such an imprint on the minds of their 
associates that a part of their very selves lives with us still. This 
thought can be best expressed by a personal incident. 
  

In company with my daughter we visited Abraham Lincoln's home 
in Springfield, Illinois. We toured the rooms, we viewed the various 
items on display, we read the placards all in accepted tourist 
fashion. As we were leaving the last room a placard on the wall 
read that this was the spot where Mr. Lincoln stood as he was 
notified of his nomination for the Presidency of the United States. 

 

Wishing my daughter to be aware of the historical significance of 
the place in which we stood I read the placard and told her that 
here was where history was made. Something in the import of that 
statement, something in the feeling of the atmosphere filled me 
with emotion, my voice broke and my daughter was constrained to 
ask, "Daddy what's the matter?" Now I do not believe in 
spiritualism or ghosts but I do believe that at that moment, 
somehow, someway I was moved by the immortal soul of Lincoln. 
I believe that Freemasons of this day are moved by the immortal 
souls of Washington, Franklin, Parvin, Ray V. Denslow, Carl H. 
Claudy and other Masonic stalwarts who labored long and 
faithfully in the quarries of Freemasonry. 

  

4. Soul - That spiritual and immortal part in man which dis-

tinguishes him from beasts. 
  

Freemasonry though not a religion is definitely and distinctively 
religious, the entire philosophy, all its teachings are predicated 
upon the existence of God, a God in whom we can place our trust, 
and from whom strength and wisdom flow in response to our 
prayers. This definite belief in the Supreme Being distinguishes 
Freemasonry from other purely social orders. This is the quality 
which has preserved the identity of Freemasonry through 
generations although other organizations have started, flourished 
for a time but because they had no soul, have perished. 

 

The spiritual in Freemasonry signifies our belief in the Fatherhood 

of God, the Brotherhood of Man and in the Immortality of the Soul. 
As an organization, we stress more particularly the building of a 
noble character and moral life yet in every portion of the work we 
urge a study of and imply a need for the spiritual awareness. 
  
These teachings are most evident in the drama of the Master 
Mason degree. This is the culmination, the acme of Masonic 
teaching. Here is set forth the fundamental principles by which 
man should live with fellowman. Here is the most solemn moment 
in the life of every candidate in Freemasonry, that moment when 
he is escorted to the altar and informed that he is to pray alone. 
Do we always lend to this moment of the degree the dignity and 
reverence which we should? The drama symbolizes to those of us 
who are of the Christian faith the crux of the Christian teaching, the 
promise that if we live according to the Master's precepts we, too, 
will one day be raised from a dead level to a living perpendicular 
and Immortal Life. For Brethren of other Faiths it dramatically 
represents their beliefs according to the prophets of old. 
  

Whatever our personal belief, however lax we may be in personal 
devotions, it seems inconceivable that any Freemason would want 
to be guilty of irreverence or blasphemy, but if we do not portray 
this drama with the dignity, the reverence and the majesty it 
deserves, we are, in a very real sense guilty of these sins. 
  

Freemasonry does have that Spiritual and immortal quality which 
distinguishes man from beast. It is this - the Soul of Freemasonry 
- which has enabled our Fraternity to live and serve these 250, 

600, 1000 years.                   §
     
 
 
 

METRO DISTRICT 
R\W\Gary S. Kaufman, DDGM 

Brethren,  
 

I must say that the old adage ñtime fliesò is so true.  It seems that 

M\W\Douglas Connell appointed me to the Southern District just 
yesterday.  Well now it is 5 years later and I have traveled to all 25 
lodges in this wonderful jurisdiction installing a Worshipful Master 
and line officers in each lodge.  I finally got the installation ritual 
down and now my time in the districts is over. I will really miss 
being in the blue lodge with all my brothers. 
   

I have really enjoyed meeting all of you during my stay in each 
district.  Some highlights of my journey, as space is limited.  When 

I arrived in the South, W\Russ Lorenson welcomed me and told 
me that I would have a great time in the South.  Boy, was he right!  
The food was AMAZING and the friendship was warm and inviting. 
The brothers were very forgiving with my struggle with ritual. We 
all had a blast and despite the nay-sayers, it did not snow at the 
Franklin Annual. 
  

I met some great brothers in the Central District. Again, as 
expected the brothers were warm and friendly.  But I remember 
one installation at Ionic Lodge.  It was cold!  The fire in the fireplace 
was a welcomed sight and warmed my legs and hands.  Daylight 
Lodge was a real treat. I have many friends that belong to this 
lodge and I was very comfortable installing the officers in a 
morning setting. I remember having a good time at a table lodge 
at Manchester Lodge and a ladyôs program at Harmony Lodge. 
 

The North was fun.  Lots of energy and activity. The first installation 
was at Friendship Lodge.  I had never been there and was shocked 
at the small lodge room.  And it was HOT!  All, was good though.  
I remember going with the brothers of Roger Williams Lodge to 
present a 50-Year Service Medal to a brother who could not come 
to lodge.  About 6 of the lodge brethren joined me.  The brother 
was very appreciative.  I always wanted to visit Lafayette Lodge as 

 

(continued on page 9) 
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I knew Stanley Sorentino, a Past Master of Lafayette. The brothers 
were warm and it was clear I was going to enjoy my time there.    
Mt. Moriah Lodge was another small room to work.  We had a 
Grand Masterôs Visitation during my year as District Deputy and 
the room was so full that many had to leave.  We know where they 
went. I have not forgotten my GLASS!  Morning Star Lodge 
stepped up to the plate and hit a home run.  I am really happy to 
see how the lodge has turned out since helping the lodge set a 
multi-year plan into the future. 
   

The East Bay District was a great time with great brothers.  This 
being the area of the state where I grew up, I was very comfortable.  

The first person I met at the Past Masterôs Dinner was R\W\Al 
Cameron.  We have been friends since I was Grand Marshal in 
2008.  He was happy to see me.  I had some health issues during 

my time there and I must thank R\W\Doug Grant for stepping in 
and helping.  I had fun with the red socks and gavel. This is truly a 
unique custom and I was honored to be a part of it. I was District 

Deputy while M\W\Raymond Hassell was Grand Master.  I met 
him in lodges in his district many times. Thank you Most Worshipful 
for making my stay in your district enjoyable and fun. Thank-you 
brethren of the East Bay for making it FUN! 

 

I started out in the South with R\W\David Armstrong as my 
Master of Ceremonies and I want to thank him from the bottom of 
my heart for starting the journey with me. He promised that he 
would work with me for 2 years and he did. We had some great 
times!  Dave, you are a true friend and a close brother. Thank you.   
 

Mark, we have spent the last 3 years together.  What a ride!  I did 
not know you and you did not know me but some how we met and 
put this together.  Thank you for saying óYESô and embarking on 
this trip to the Grand East! You are my confidant, friend, gate 
keeper and general óright handô, which I need. We have 4 more 
years together and I know it will be a time to remember. Thank 
You! 
 

Brethren, thank you for your friendship and support over the last 5 
years as I travelled from north to south and from east to west. I 
also want to thank you for electing me Junior Grand Warden.  As I 
look forward to my years leading to the Grand East, I hope that I 
can continue to be a resource for each and every one of you.   
 

Freemasonry is "veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols" 
because these are the surest way by which moral and ethical 
truths may be taught. It is not only with the brain and with the mind 
that the initiate must take Freemasonry but also with the heart.  

C. H. Claudy  § 
 

EAST BAY DISTRICT 
R\W\ Robert B. Ellston, DDGM 

 

Greetings from the East Bay District: 
 

Here we are, on the door-step of Spring and all too soon the 
closing of yet another chapter of our Masonic Year.  As I write this, 
the deer have once again done their utmost to trim the various 
bushes and shrubs that surround our yard. The snow, while not as 
deep as weôve had in past years, is melting and green grass, early 
flowers, and buds upon the branches are starting to come to life 
again.  The cat is once again finding ñwildlifeò to stalk and ambush.   
Oh, the joys of discovering the ñgiftsò on the back step.  
  

Spring is for sure a time of ñrebirth and renewalò, but it also signals 
the coming of the end of our current Masonic Year. In all of the 
districts the deputies will be finishing out their official visitations 
and maybe even an annual communication or two. Keith and I 
have completed visitations to St. Albanôs Lodge No. 6 on March 8th 
and a make-up to St. Andrewôs Lodge No. 39 on March 9th due to 
a snowstorm on February 9th. We have Official Visitations 

scheduled at St. Johnôs Lodge No. 1 on April 3rd and St. Paulôs 
Lodge #14 (May 2nd).  Note that prior to the end of April, we will 
have the pleasure and honor of presenting several 50-Year 
Service Medals to brethren within the district who have attained 
this well-deserved honor.  District charity events here and in other 
districts will be winding up, many of the lodges will be advancing 
their candidates to the degree of Fellow Craft, or more likely to the 
Master Mason Degree and thoughts of warm Summer days will 
begin to take hold.  
  

On the Grand Lodge scene, our current Grand Master, Most 
Worshipful Steven T. McGuire will be making his final Official 
Visitation to the Districts; Washington Lodge No. 3 and the East 
Bay District on April 11th. We look forward to hosting the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master and his suite and are sure that all will 
enjoy and find most informative the program of the evening. If 
youôve never been to Washington Lodge, or even if you have, 
come join us as we learn about the beautiful Egyptian murals that 
adorn the walls of this historic Lodge Room. 
 

April 8th will bring us New England Brotherhood Night, hosted by 
our Grand Lodge, on Saturday evening at the Grand Lodge in East 
Providence.  Just two weeks later, the Grand Masterôs Testimonial, 
hosted by Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4, will be held at the Quonset ñOò 
Club. While it is not held in our Jurisdiction, donôt forget the 
ñMasonic Con 2017ò being held at Ezekial Bates Lodge in 
Attleboro, MA on April 29th . 
 

The month of May brings with it among other events in this 
jurisdiction, the Grand Lodge Annual Communication.  I would be 
remiss if I did not take this opportunity to extend to Most Worshipful 
Grand Master Steven T. McGuire a personal note of thanks for 
having appointed me to serve our ñgentle Craftò as the District 
Deputy to the East Bay District. I thank you Grand Master for a 
fantastic year. Thank you for your thoughtfulness and guidance in 
furthering the Craft within this jurisdiction, as well as your trust in 
my abilities to represent you in the East Bay District.  
  

To our incoming Grand Master, R\W\ Peter Iacobucci; thank you 
for our appointment to the Metro District.  Rest assured that Keith 
and I will do our utmost to serve you and our Fraternity to the best 
of our abilities. 
 

Finally, to the Brethren of the East Bay District, thank you my 
brothers for having allowed Keith and myself to have served you 
this past year. We have enjoyed our time with you, found it 
interesting and enlightening to ñtravel over the bridgeò and partake 
in the warmth and brotherhood of the six Lodges in this district. 
      

As always, may the Supreme Architect bless and keep you and 
yours.  Please my Brothers, remember those less fortunate and do 

as you are able to comfort and relieve their distresses. § 
   

NORTHERN DISTRICT 
R\W\ Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM 

 

The Giving of Alms, 
 

The giving of alms is defined as the giving to others as an act of 
virtue, either materially or providing capabilities for free.  
 

Just recently as many of you may have read the Valley of Terre 
Haute, Indiana, came to the rescue of a widow who from the 
description was just about destitute. The brothers of Indiana rallied 
together to help this widow whose husband was a 46-year member 
of Scottish Rite, regain her dignity and not wonder where her next 
meal will come from. 
 

This type of assistance Iôm confident happens regularly in one form 
or another within our fraternity. And, Iôm quite certain it happens in 
most bodies within the family of Freemasonry as well. 

 

  (continued on page 10) 
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I bring this to you this month because of a disturbing event that 
happened outside of Freemasonry. It seems that a very notable 
person who regularly raised money to aid in the fight for Childrenôs 
Cancer for the Dana Farber institute recently decided to stop doing 
so because of the most selfish reason. It seems that the next 
fundraiser was being held in Florida at President Trumpôs resort 
and because of his dislike of the president he would not attend nor 
would he have anything to do with raising money.  
 

As I brought this story at my last visitation one of the brothers said 
that I guess he was doing it for all the wrong reasons and that he 
did it for notoriety and not to help the kids. Itôs hard to say what 
was in that manôs heart or whether along the way something 
changed within him. We all donôt agree on everything just as we 
were all born different and thatôs okay. Imagine a world where 
everyone agreed, how would society progress. The one thing I 
remembered from my early teachings of Freemasonry is that the 
topics of religion and politics were pretty much off limits due to their 
controversial nature. And, that has never been so evident as with 
our latest presidential election. All I can hope for is that the people 
of America will come to their senses and not hurt others because 
of political views. 
 

Also at my last visitation, as we have in the last two districts, the 
ñPickle Jarò was placed in the East for anyone who wanted to 
donate to the same cause of helping fight Childrenôs Cancer. I am 
very pleased and proud to say that the brothers were extremely 
generous. And that has been the normal in every district. The 
generosity of you my brothers is amazing, especially when so 
many ask for so many other worthwhile causes and the brothers 
of this jurisdiction keep digging for money to aid this cause. When 
I arrived home that evening, I couldnôt wait to tell Brad how much 
was donated to the jar. Please know that all of you are very much 
a part of this success and we shall keep this cause going, as 
thereôs much to do. 
 

Both Brad and I thank you for your support not only financially but 
for all that you do to make us welcome as we make our way 
through the districts. This is truly the best part of this journey, 
visiting all the lodges and meeting all of you.  So, next time you are 
with us please donôt hesitate to stop to say hello. And, as brothers 
find a way to resolve any differences you may have, thereôs more 
strength in numbers than being divided. 
 

Finally, within the district there are a couple of worthwhile causes 
that will take place, once in June as Friendship Lodge will be 

holding a fundraiser for the ñRelay for Lifeò, contact W\Trevor 
Humphrey for details. And next New Year at the Polar Plunge led 

by W\Jonathan Snowman, the organizers of the event have 
promised that if we can produce 100 participants they will dress 
the 20-foot Penguin as a Freemason. Iôm not sure where they will 
get such a large apron but weôll try to hold them to it. And some 
hearty congratulations to all our 50-year brothers in the Northern 

District for this monumental accomplishment.   § 
 

CENTRAL DISTRICT 
R\W\Douglas J. Grant, DDGM 

Brethren all, 
 

Greetings once again from the Central District.  It is that time of the 
year when we celebrate the service of our brothers who have 
reached a very significant milestone in their Masonic Careers.  It 
is always a pleasure to present the 50-Year Service Medals to our 
worthy brothers, but it is even more enjoyable to thank them for 
their continued contributions to our great fraternity.  As I have said 
in the past, our 50-year members are cement that binds our great  

 
foundation together.  They represent the Craft in many ways but 
none more importantly than their dedication and loyalty to our 
principles and tenets. Thank you brethren, for your selfless 
contributions and your shining example of what our Craft was 
meant to be and what it should continue to be. 
 

I recently read an article in Scottish Rite Northern Light which got 
me to thinking about the direction that our Craft is traveling and 
how we have such an influence on supporting it or adjusting it so 
that it meets the needs of our times.  The article spoke about the 
balance of the three time periods that are represented by the 24-
inch gauge, which we are reminded of in our Entered Apprentice 
Degree.  If you recall, we talk about our time for our service to God 
and a worthy distressed brother, a time for our usual avocation, 
and a time for refreshment and sleep. 
 

I donôt know too many people that are so well organized that they 
are capable of accomplishing the 3 denominations equally each 
day. Unfortunately, in todayôs fast paced world, we are hard 
pressed to accomplish any one of these tasks in a satisfactory 
manner on a particular day. It begs the question of how can we 
meet our Masonic obligations when the world is pulling us in so 
many directions and preventing us from being what we want to be.  
The answer is not easy but it can be answered in several ways. 
 

First, I believe that we need to provide charity in some form or 
another every day.  Whether it is by helping a worthy brother by 
listening to his troubles or by just being polite and responsible to 
your neighbors and family, there is always an opportunity to 
provide service to someone who is in need. By providing this 
unselfish service to which you have no expectation of repayment 
will provide a service to God. Our service or charity to our family, 
neighbors, and brothers should be done selflessly.  By doing so, it 
will be viewed by the ñall seeing-eyeò as a service to Godôs divine 
plan. 
 

Second, a time has been allocated to our usual avocation because 
it is necessary for us all to make a living at a job that provides us 
with challenges and opportunities to succeed and thereby earn a 
living that will support the family. Unfortunately, it seems that our 
jobs have taken a good portion of our day and reduced the time to 
which we can dedicate our efforts to our other 2 time periods.  
While we all understand that it is necessary to prosper at our usual 
avocation, we find ourselves struggling to meet our other 
commitments. At times, it is necessary that we accept our 
challenges with our jobs and look forward to a time when we may 
be able to better serve our other commitments. 
 

Third, we have a time that has been allotted for refreshment and 
sleep.  I donôt know about you, but there are many nights when I 
have not been able to get the amount of sleep that I should get.  
Fortunately, I am able to compensate for this loss by refreshing 
myself by attending a Masonic event or meeting when I am able to 
be with my brothers and share some common stories and 
challenges.  Although I may not get the sleep I am supposed to 
get, I can confidently say that I am consistently refreshing myself 
by being at ease around men who have like interests and enjoy 
serving in our Craft. 
 

Our world is much different than it was 10, 20, and 50-years ago.  
Fortunately, we are surrounded by brothers who are willing to meet 
the challenges of our modern world and meet on the level of our 
common interests to better the world.  The obligations that we took 
provide a number of solutions to our modern time challenges but 
the one solution to meet most of the issues we face is summed up 
in the Masters message to the newly raised Master Mason when 
he is given the working tools of his degree.   He is reminded of his 
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ability to spread the cement of brotherly love and affection.  And 
while plans donôt always fit into the time frames that we have been 
given to accomplish what we ought to, we can depend on our 
brothers who understand that we will continue to support each 
other and try to live up to the phrase of ñwho best can work and 
best agreeò.  It isnôt always perfect, but it is a path to continue our 
good work. 
 

May the blessings of heaven rest upon us and all regular Masons.  
May brotherly love prevail and every moral and Masonic virtue 

cement us.      § 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
R\W\ André H. Faria, Jr. DDGM 

 

Brandt and I cannot believe that our year in the Southern District 
has gone by so fast.  What a fantastic journey it has become, and 
continues to be. Thanks to the confidence of our Most Worshipful 
Grand Master, Stephen T. McGuire, unworthy though we are, we 
were given the opportunity to serve this district knowing full well 
that there are so many brothers in our jurisdiction also capable of 
doing the same.  Honestly, I must say that what the other District 
Deputies have consistently said has come true, it is we who are 
the ones who walk away enlightened and inspired. The selfless 
example of so many brothers in these four (4) special lodges (Mt. 
Vernon, Franklin, Charity, Hope) have truly made a mark on me.  I 
wish that all of you, my brothers, could experience the love, 
kindness, ñSouthernò hospitality and friendship that Brandt and I 
have received as well as the fraternal bonds that we have made.  
This is what ñtravelingò is all about.  When you meet your brothers 
on the level you experience such a rich diversity of talent and 
giftedness, that you canôt help but walk away edified and 
appreciative of all that our Craft has to offer and how it binds us in 
a mysterious ontological bond of brotherly love. 
 

Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4 celebrated the successful year of W\Eric 
Majewski and welcomed a new and seasoned Master, 

W\Thomas J. Varone.  The lodge held its Annual Communication 
on 2 separate nights; one for the installation ceremony, and the 
other was a celebratory dinner. We had an opportunity to celebrate 
the 98th Birthday of Brother Arthur Trainor, a 50+ Year Masonic 
Service Medal holder.  Mt. Vernon Lodge was also host to the 
Grand Master as he visited his Mother Lodge.  The outpouring of 
brothers supporting our Grand Master was phenomenal with 140+ 
members in attendance. The Program was very enjoyable and 
many brothers commented on how special a night it really was. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Franklin Lodge No. 20 experienced a change at their helm as 

W\Eric Ross was succeeded by W\Ralph Brunson who began 
the year with a bang hosting a Super Bowl party at the lodge and 
what a night that must have been!  Franklin Lodgeôs line of talented 
officers truly ensures that this lodge will exhibit vitality and 
innovation for years to come and it has been great to see the 
Master and his officers traveling. 
 

Speaking of traveling, Charity Lodge, No. 23 has been on the road 
everywhere!  At every gathering in the district, there are many of 

Charityôs brothers present, W\Randy Joslin and his traveling 

companions; poet and Brother Ralph Boragine and R\W\Carl 
Richard just to name a few and there are always more with them!  
It is edifying to witness the support that Charity Lodge offers to the 
other lodges in the district by attending their annuals, events, and 
lending a hand when necessary.  I was even an eyewitness to 

W\Joslin climbing a very tall ladder to replace a light bulb in 
Franklin Lodgeôs ceiling, without being asked!  What a model of 
selfless brotherly assistance! 
 

Hope Lodge No. 25 continues under the leadership of W\James 
Haldeman, now a veteran in the Oriental Chair. The lodge 
spearheaded the very successful District Charity in March that all 
the lodges participated in. What a great example of coming 
together for a common cause and celebrating our humanity and 
fraternity to benefit others.  If that is not what Masonry is all about, 
I donôt know what is! 
 

Leaving the South is bittersweet for me as I know that I will 
probably not be able to travel to these lodges as often as I have or 
would like to for the next few years.  On the other hand, I am truly 
grateful that I have had the opportunity to make some new and 
lasting friendships and acquaintances.  I see so many great men, 
veterans of the Craft as well as those who are fairly new, ready 
and poised to lead us over the next decade and beyond.  Thank 
you, Mt. Vernon, Franklin, Charity and Hope Lodge, I hope to see 

you in my travels.  Ad Multos Annos!   § 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence 
By: Brother, Timothy L. Culhane, P.M. 

 

Hello Brothers! 
   

St. Johns Lodge has had a busy winter and is looking forward to a 
busy spring as well.  During our January communication, we 
conferred the Fellow Craft degree upon 4 candidates. They 
received an excellent degree from the officers, highlighted by an 
excellent rendition of Middle Chamber lecture delivered by our 
Senior Deacon, Mazen Alsabe. Congratulations to our new Fellow 
Craft and to Brother Mazen for a job well done! 

 

The February communication was well attended and featured Mr. 
Ray Wolf, a local author, who presented on two of his books, 
ñWorld War IIò, and ñShirley His Only Loveò.  They are from stories 
and poems by a WWII survivor who is now 96 years old. It was 
very interesting and offered glimpses into the lives and history 
surrounding our finest generation. 
 

Aprilôs communication on Wednesday, April 19th will be a very 
special treat for many reasons.  First and foremost, we are pleased 

to receive our DDGM, R\W\Gary S. Kaufman to St. Johns Lodge 
for his last DDGM official visitation to the Districts. We have all 
come to know and love him during his time and visits with us in the 
Metro District and are looking forward to honoring him this evening. 

 

(continued on page 12)
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Our program for the evening is also very special.  St. Johns Lodge 
is proud and honored to host Most Worshipful Avi Baranes, Grand 

Master of Grand Lodge of the State of Israel. M\W\Baranes is 
well traveled and is certain to share his experiences and insights 
in Freemasonry with us. He will be addressing us on Freemasonry 

in Israel. We are looking forward to his visit, and R\W\Kaufmanôs 
visitation.  We will be opening at 5:30 that evening and the DDGM 
and his suite will be received at 7:00 PM. 
  

Our May communication will be on Wednesday, May 17th. The 
program is to be determined, but I am certain that it will be a good 
one. We will be opening at 6:00 PM in May. 
 

Please join us on the third Wednesday of the month at the Scottish 
Rite Masonic Center. Any brother who would like to join us for 
dinner is always welcome.  If you would like to break bread with 
us, please contact Bob Gervais at 401-861-1757 no later than the 
Sunday before the scheduled communication, and tell him who 
you are, where you are from and that you would like to join us!  
Dinners are $10.00 and the menu is published in each monthôs 
Trestleboard. We hope that you can join us at St. Johns No. 1 

Providence.      § 

Washington Lodge No. 3 
By: Brother, Stephen Curria, Master 

 

As Spring Time has arrived, Washington Lodge is ramping up our 
activities. We have emerged from hibernation with two new 
applications submitted for the degrees of Freemasonry. One 
candidate has been balloted on and has been approved by the 
brethren. 
  

With the assistance of our Senior Warden W\Andrew Giovannini, 
we are attempting to set up a special Entered Apprentice degree 
aboard the mighty Battleship, USS Massachusetts! We are in 
communication with the folks at Battleship Cove and are working 
on an arrangement. 
  

This year Washington Lodge will play host to the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master Steven T. McGuire, for his official visitation to the 
East Bay District. The date for this meeting will be April 11th. The 
program for the evening will be an explanation of the Egyptian 
murals from an Egyptology standpoint.  Please come support our 
Grand Master, as well as put on a good showing for our venerable 
lodge. Also, at the Grand Masterôs visitation, we will be 
presenting 50-Year Veteran Medals to Brothers; George Hall, 
Robert Sinclair, Fred Warrender, and George Jessop. Please 
make a special effort to come and support our brothers and 
celebrate this grand achievement. To those who cannot attend to 
receive their medals, we will be traveling to you (if nearby).  Please 
accept our congratulations!  
 

In February, we welcomed our newest members of Washington 
Lodge, Brothers; Sean Ludwig, Anthony Marshall, and Rob 
Niebauer who passed their Proficiency in epic fashion and signed 

our bylaws. Congratulations to our newest voting members.      § 
 

Friendship Lodge No. 7 
By: W\Trevor Humphrey, Master 

 

As the snow crocuses started to break through the soil in March 
Friendship Lodge was preparing for their Fellow Craft degree, 
which was held on March 8th. The degree was well attended and 
the Middle Chamber was presented to Brother Thomas Kelley and 
Brother Gianni Ruggiero (Roger Williams Lodge), by Brothers 
John Barnes and Robert Young. The following Saturday, at our 

regular communication Brother Joe Irons and W\Richard Barrows  

 

prepared and served an amazing Cornbeef and Cabbage dinner 
to a packed house.  Following the dinner our program by the Trinity 
Repertory Company proved informative and engaging. Finally, to 
round out the month on March 22nd we had our annual Blood Drive 

which was organized by W\Schanck.  As always, many members 
of the lodge and the community came out to give, making it once 
again a very successful year.   
 

Friendship Lodge is excited to announce two upcoming and 
enlightening programs this spring.  First at our meeting on April 8th 
our program will consist of a few local Boy Scouts speaking about 
their Eagle Scout Projects.  As many of you know there is a strong 
correlation between the morals and teachings of the Boy Scouts 
of America and the Freemasons.  We feel strongly that these 
young men may someday make great Masons, and hope that 
more lodges reach out to their local troops for help at events, and 
with charity work. 
 

At Friendshipôs May 6th meeting we will have a morning meeting 
so that we may all enjoy the Northern District Charity Event that 
afternoon and evening. The program for May will be a public 
presentation of selected Masonic teachings.  These teachings will 
all be from the Trestleboard and performed by the members of 
Friendship Lodge, nothing secretive will be given away. The 
intention for this program is to show friends and family the good 
moral teachings that come from the Craft with the hopes of 
enlightening those that may otherwise be strangers to 
Freemasonry.  Our hope that this program will allow outsiders to 
observe some of our teachings and philosophy and spark an 
interest into Freemasonry as a whole. 
 

Finally, with spring in the air it is time for you to think about joining 
the RI Masonic Bike Team.  This is one of the few Masonic groups 
that doesn't require a degree or dues, although we would love to 
have you join the Craft.  To join us on our rides you can contact 

W\Chris Labutti or myself.  As always, we will be starting the 
summer off right with the MS150 ride in southern RI on June 18th 

and 19th. To join in or to support us you can search for our team, 

RI Freemasons on www.bikeMS.org.    § 
 

Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8 
By: Brother, Roger Lepire, P.M. 

 

Brethren and families, once again we meet, not in person but on 
the written page. However, as always, we meet upon the level.  I 
had ideas on what this article would be about, but recent events 
have changed my mind. I will write about rehearsals instead. 
 

When I first got in line I was impressed by how many Past Masters 
came to our rehearsals. On any given Tuesday I may see Ross 
Long, Ernie Hulme, Jim Vanstone, Bob Long, Jim Robinson,  Will  
 

Crossley, Jack Birchell, Andy Celano, the brothers Wayne and Bill 
Wunschell, and of course Fred Meers who was Master for the 
second time. He would go on to be Master two more times. Over 
time one by one these dedicated brothers stopped coming to 
rehearsals but continued to come to meetings. 
 

Now letôs fast forward to eight years ago.  We still had many Past 
Masters at rehearsals.  Jim Robinson, Frank Ball and I would often 
banter with the newer line members about tradition. We would 
stress the importance of keeping things as they always were, they 
led by Brian Pickhover would call us Neanderthals and say we 
were stuck in the past. That was never resolved to anyoneôs 

satisfaction. R\W\Bob Ellston, being a District Deputy would 
keep us up to date on events in and out of the district. Will 

Crossley, R\W\Bobôs travel buddy would keep us laughing, and 
Bill Wunschell would just laugh at all that was going on. 

 

(continued on page 13) 
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Things started to change two years ago. Frank Ball got sick and 
went on dialysis and could no longer attend. Around that time Will 
Crossley got ill and stopped coming.  Last year Jim Robinson left 
as Treasurer after several decades he also stopped coming. Brian 
Pickhover also got sick and stopped going.  
 

Today, as I write this on February 17th, the reason I write on this 
theme is that Will Crossley and Brian Pickhover have both laid 
down their working tools this past week. These are two good men 
who were dedicated to the Craft and their lodge. They also lived 
the honorable life of a true Master Mason. They will be greatly 
missed not only by their brothers at Mt. Moriah, but by their families 
and friends as well. Brian will also be dearly missed by the 
members of Jenks Lodge, Brian was not only a Past Master from 
Jenks Lodge, he was their secretary for many years. He gave up 
the secretary job at both Jenks and Mt. Moriah when he first got ill. 
 

They were both fixtures at our shed after meetings and were often 
among the last to leave. Brian loved to talk politics and we spent 
many hours discussing our views after meetings. Will on the other 
hand never spoke about anything serious, preferring instead to be 
joking and making us laugh. We all have many happy memories 
of them both. We will keep them in our prayers. 
 

During this same time period Wayne and Bill Wunschellôs mom 
also passed away. These are also two great Past Masters who 
have been dedicated to the lodge for many, many years. We will 
also keep them and their mom in our prayers. 
 

Speaking of Past Masters, the January meeting was Past Mastersô 

Night. W\Jack Birchell did a great job as usual setting up the 
event. He called up all the people who would be taking positions, 
as well as those with parts to memorize. Rehearsals went well as 
did the meeting. The sidelines were full and all taking part did an 

excellent job. Congratulations to W\Ben Dawson who did a great 
job as Master for the degree for the evening. 
 

I would also like to congratulate W\Rowan Gottschalk for doing a 
great job as the actual Master for the evening. He has done a great 
job with his new line. They are all up to snuff.  
 

Well I believe this is more than enough for today. Iôll see you next 

issue, The Good Lord willing.    § 
 
 

Harmony Lodge No. 9 
By: Brother, Michael A. Cunningham, Master 

 

Harmony Lodge continues its work of the 2016-2017 Masonic year 
with a full slate of fraternal and social activities.  Four candidates 
were initiated into the Craft in mid-January and will continue their 
initiation process, culminating in the conferring of the Master 
Mason degree in early June. There was a great turn out at both 
the EA degree and the subsequent family luncheon held at the 
lodge. The level of support from Lodge membership is greatly 
appreciated. 

 

Specially designed pins for the Ladies 
of Harmony Lodge (announced at our 
Christmas Ladies luncheon) were 
distributed early in the New Year after 
receiving delivery.  The pins were very 
well received. For those who were 
unable to attend the Ladiesô luncheon, 
extra    pins  were   ordered  and   are 

available to those who would like one. Please ask any of your 
officers. 

 

 
 

 
Harmony recently held its annual getaway weekend, this year in 
Groton, CT.  Approximately 60 members, family and friends spent 
a weekend of fellowship together, enjoying not only a hospitality 
room at the hotel, but also several of the local attractions, including 
the Mystic aquarium, US Submarine Base Museum, Foxwoods & 
Mohegan Sun casinos and other local offerings. Saturday 
eveningôs dinner was topped off with the annual Yankee swap.  

Congratulations to W\Jesse Edwards for organizing a great 
weekend away to help break up the mid-winter routine! 
 

A renewed focus on Harmonyôs travel club has been very 
successful this year.  Over the past number of months, several 
Harmony members have observed degrees in other RI Lodges, 
attended meetings in MA, and participated in both Grand Master 
and District Deputy Grand Master visitations.  Not only have these 
outings been fulfilling fraternal activities, but they have also 
provided great opportunities for fellowship amongst the brothers 
who have participated.  Please keep reviewing the monthly lodge 
trestleboard for the next planned activities.  A thank you to Kyle 
Gamache for coordinating the travel club this year. 

 

In February, I travelled to Asia on company business and while in 
Singapore, had the opportunity to attend the monthly 
communication of St. Georgeôs Lodge No. 1152 (constituted 
through the Grand Lodge of England).  As the current Master of 
Harmony, it was an immense personal privilege to represent our 
lodge at this meeting.  After an initial Masonic challenge and 
review of a letter of introduction from the Grand Lodge of RI, I 
witnessed the conferring of the Master Mason degree, which was 
quite different from what is normal practice in RI (I look forward to 
being able to discuss some of these differences with RI Brothers 
as we gather moving forward). After the meeting, I attended a 
festive board and in between formal toasts, was able to ñcompare 
notesò between our two lodges.  This was an incredible experience 

I will never forget. It was a pleasure to meet W\Christian Charlton, 
and bring fraternal greetings not only from Harmony Lodge but 
also from the Grand Jurisdiction of RI. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking forward, Harmony Lodge has an ancient Masonic feast 
planned for Saturday, May 6th at the Anawan Club in Rehoboth, 

MA.  R\W\Rick Lynch will present a new program that evening, 
the topic of which is being kept a surprise. Tickets will be in limited 
supply (available at Lodge meetings), and this will be an event not 

to be missed. Many thanks to R\W\Russ Kawa for hosting 
Harmony Lodge at Anawan Club for this event that we are all 
eagerly anticipating. 

(continued on page 14) 
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In subsequent issues of the RI Freemason, we are looking forward 
to being able to provide reviews of our annual game dinner, as well 
as the Masonic Veterans Medal Ceremony held in early March.  
Several members (and their families) eligible for recognition of 25, 
50 and 60-year service to the Craft will have been acknowledged.   
In the interim, please refer to Harmonyôs monthly trestleboard, web 
page (www.harmony9.org) or Facebook page for regular updates 
of upcoming and ongoing Lodge activities.  Our collective progress 

is dependent on our individual contributions.   § 
 

Morning Star Lodge No. 13  
By: Brother, Gerry Phaneuf, Master 

 

As spring is now upon us and the memories of winter slowly dim, 
our thoughts now turn towards outdoor events.  One such event is 
the annual Northern District Picnic, which will be held on Sunday, 
July 16, 2017 at Buttonwoods.  The past couple of years, we have 
been joined by Moslem and Nava Grottos and will be again this 
year.  This event is free to members, friends, and family and is paid 
for by the generous donations of the Northern District and the 
Grottos. This year, we hope that more brethren and their families 
will be able to attend.  
 

As this is going to press, we at Morning Star will be conferring the 
Entered Apprentice degree on our newest candidate and someone 
very special to me; my son Luke.  Being a part of this fraternity is 
a wonderful thing and it is made even more special when you can 
share it with the ones that you love. Rhode Island seems to have 
a good tradition of fathers and sons becoming Masons as 

evidenced by our Grand Master M\W\Steven T. McGuire and 
his father among others. I am proud to keep that tradition going.  
 
At our April 6th meeting, we will be hosting the Swords of Bunker 
Hill Degree. We welcome any brother who wishes to become a 
candidate.  On May 4th Mr. David Brody will be at Morning Star to 
talk about his newest book ñEchos of Atlantisò.  Once again, we 

welcome any brother who wishes to attend this meeting.            §   
 

St. Paulôs Lodge No. 14  
By: W\Charles OôHara, IV, Master 

 

The Lodge is in its 200th year of receiving a Charter from the Grand 
Lodge, and will continue to celebrate the bicentennial throughout 
the rest of the year.  
 

All brethren are invited to attend the East Bay DDGM visitation of 

R\W\Robert B. Ellston, accompanied by W\Keith P. Moan, 
GMC.  The date is Tuesday, May 2nd with a distinctive buffet dinner 
served at 6:00 PM. (please make your dinner reservations by email 

to the Secretary, W\Michael R. Northup at: mrnorthup@cox.net.) 
The lodge will open at 5:30 PM, break for dinner at 6:00 PM, and 
resume work at 7:00 PM. All visiting lodge officers are welcome to 
accompany the entrance of the District Deputy Grand Masterôs 
Suite, at his will and pleasure, at 7:30 PM. Dessert collation will 
follow. 
 

The program for the evening is the St. Paulôs Lodge Bi-centennial 
celebration and will be open to friends and families of Masons in 
attendance. In addition to the distribution of specially 
commissioned St. Paulôs Lodge lapel pins, the lodge will be 
unveiling an original wall painting depicting former lodge buildings, 
symbols, and working tools of Freemasonry. This will be followed 
by a presentation on the history of St. Paulôs Lodge with attention 
given to important and notable brethren and the impact of the 
lodge on the community. 
 

 
 

The main dinner/charity event for the Lodge Bicentennial is 
scheduled for Tuesday, September 5th, following the long Labor 
Day holiday weekend. A brief stated communication will be held at 
5:00 PM. This will be followed by the installation of a time capsule 
as part of the rededication of the 1967 cornerstone, and the 
dedication of the new 200th anniversary cornerstone. The 
reception hour between 5:00 PM and 6:00 PM will feature a 
chowder station and beverage service. The dinner buffet will begin 
at 6:00 PM, and will feature Caesar salad, Spinney Creek Maine 
steamed clams, Prince Edward Island mussels, local sweet corn 
on the cob, red bliss potato, barbecued chicken, and a Rhode 
Island lobster. The entire affair will be held under a catering tent 
adjacent to the Lodge, with lights, banquet tables, and an 
experienced and friendly wait staff. The proceeds of the auction 
and raffle will be donated to Lucyôs Hearth, Middletown, which 
provides comprehensive programs and services to homeless 

families. Please be sure to join us for all of these events.             § 
 

Jenks Lodge No. 24  
By: Brother, David Sousa, and W\Stephan Saraidarian, Master 

 

It is with deep sadness that we announce Right Worshipful Lt. 
Cmd. Brian Pickhover, Past Master of Jenks Lodge, Past 
Secretary of Mt.  Moriah No. 8, and President Emeritus of the 
Lawton Home has laid down his working tools and seeks 
admission into that Celestial Lodge above where the Grand 
Architect of the Universe presides.  He will be deeply missed by all 
of his Brethren.  
 

Work continues at Jenks Lodge as we are looking forward to two 
very educational programs in the next few months. During our 
regular communication in April, we will have a presentation by 
Brother Shai Afsai, will discuss ñRI Freemasonry and Religious 
Accommodationò.  During our May meeting, author Dave Brody will 
enlighten us  on his new book ñEchos of Atlantis; ñCrones, 
Templars and the Lost Continentò. Please join us for what is sure 
to be two enjoyable evenings.   
 

On May 20th we will be holding an 80s Prom Night.  Break out your 
neon, hair spray, and feathered hair and join us for a trip back to 
the 80s.  This should be a night to remember!   
 

 

My brothers do we not say Faith, Hope, and Charity, but the 
greatest of these is Charity? That is why I am writing to you, 
because so many children currently need our charity. You may or 
may not have heard that this year like every year from this day 
forward I will be participating in the ñCystic Fibrosis Xtreme Hikeò 
with my close friend and brother in the Craft, Thomas Holton. I do 
this not because I enjoy hiking 25-30 miles over mountains in one 
day with Tom, but because I love a little boy named Ethan Holton. 
Ethan Holton is the son of Tom and Maria and is the little brother 
to my God Daughter Emma and he is one of the sweetest kids you 
will meet (he gets it from his mother I assure you). Unfortunately, 
every day he has to deal with the genetic disease known as Cystic 
Fibrosis. 
  

Faith, Hope, Charity. That is what Freemasonry is all about. That 
is what families with members suffering from Cystic Fibrosis need. 
Don't think of your charitable donation as a donation. You are 
purchasing time that they will get to spend with their loved ones. 
You don't know the lengths these families go to extend the lives of 
their children, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, fathers, and 
mothers. I do!  I see it every day in the strength the Holtons show 
fighting with a sweet little boy who wants nothing more than to play 
but has to get  strapped into special  vests to loosen mucus so he 
 

(continued on page 15) 
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can breathe, tests to check lung functions, antibiotics to protect 
from infections, enzyme pills at every meal to get nutrients from 
food, respirators to help breath, countless medical exams and all 
the constant day to day stuff just to keep them from what would be 
a small set back to you or I but would be a life threatening situation 
for a CF patient. On top of that he is still just a sweet little kid 
wanting to do the things little kids do that drive parents nuts!! 
 

I am hiking for them and every family like them. It is just one day 
of mental fortitude and physical challenge for me. It is nothing 
compared to what these kids have gone through. These kids 
deserve life without having to struggle to breathe. I put my money 
on it, I put my time on it and I would hike from now till the day I die 
for a cure. I am asking for whatever you can spare $5, $50, $500, 
$5000 and I will be honest with you. Until CF stands for CURE 
FOUND, I will ask you to give again the second I think you have 
money to spare for it. Take a moment and please give as liberally 
as you can without injury to yourself. Have Faith that your money 
is being put to the best use and know that your Charity is buying 
Hope for people who have nothing but Hope to hold on to. 
 

You can send your donations to me directly at: Stephan 
Saraidarian, P.O. Box 241   Millville, MA 01529. Please make 

checks payable to CF Foundation.    § 
 

Roger Williams Lodge No. 32  
By: W\Johnathan Snowman, Master 

 

ñWhispering Good Counselò 

 

With the weather events in the month of February many stated 
communications were impacted. The blizzard was on February 9th.  
I remember this as it was the day prior to my birthday and 

R\W\Palazzoôs DDGM visitation to Mt. Moriah Lodge was on my 
actual birthday.  About 50 brothers were in attendance and all sang 
Happy Birthday which was very humbling to say the least.   
 

Roger Williams was planning on passing 6 brothers to the degree 
of Fellow Craft at our meeting on February 11th.  There were many 
reasons for me making the decision to postpone the degree 
several hours prior to the opening gavel with the weather as one 
of the major factors. 
   

During the time leading up to making my decision, I had some 
good counsel whispered, and what a tough decision it was to 
make. This decision not only affected the candidates but the 
officers and the brethren who were in attendance expecting to see 
the degree.  After opening, I addressed the brethren and then 
dropped the lights to Entered Apprentice. We then brought the 
candidates in to witness as much of the meeting as possible.   

R\W\Iacobucci, Deputy Grand Master was in attendance and 
closed in the Entered Apprentice degree.  It turned out to be great 
evening after all. 
  

The Fellow Craft degree was conferred 2 weeks later at a very well 
attended special communication.  After the first section of the 
degree we called the lodge from labor to refreshment, I received 
some more good counsel from a certain handle-bar mustached 
brother that will remain with me for some time.  This bit of good 
counsel, I am going to keep to myself as it was exactly what I didnôt 
know I needed to hear at that exact moment, thank you brother! 
 

My year as Worshipful Master is winding down. I would like to invite 

everyone to our May 13th meeting.  This is R\W\Palazzoôs 
Official Visitation to his Mother Lodge.   We will be opening at 6:00 
PM and will have a great dinner prior to the opening.  I hope to see 

as many of you there.     § 

 
 

Lafayette Lodge No. 47  
By: W\Robert Lyle, P.M. 

 

W\Steve Acello believes a busy lodge is a happy lodge and he is 
truly keeping us busy. We continue to gather each Monday night 
to rehearse our ritual, play cribbage, or just stand around the 
kitchen table and solve the problems of the world. Gathering 
together at least once a week strengthens our bonds of brotherly 
love. 
 

We had our annual ñBeer and Dynamiteò fundraiser where we had 
a surprise guest, Brother Ron Wheeler and his Lady Jen, visit us. 
Brother Ron has been working in Milan, Italy for the past year and 
happened to be on vacation back in RI. Brother, it was great seeing 
you! 
 

Our once a month breakfast on the third Saturday of each month 
continues to be a success.  Each month the kitchen crew comes 
up with some new twist to our breakfast menus. Stop by between 
7:00 and 10:00 AM and try the special of the month. For a cost of 
$8.00 per person you are guaranteed to have the best breakfast 
available in Arnold Mills, Cumberland. 
 

On Saturday April 8th Lafayette Lodge will host its 3rd Annual Wine,  
Cheese and Scotch Tasting.  Cost is $20.00 per person. The time 
is 6:30 to 8:30 PM.  We will be sampling 8 wines and 4 scotches. 
Come and enjoy a casual relaxing evening at Lafayette Lodge. 
This night also marks Worshipful Steve Acello's half way mark as 
Master of Lafayette Lodge. What better way to celebrate.           
 

Worshipful Steve Acello would like to extend an open invitation to 
any brother to come and visit us at our stated meetings which take 

place the 1st Wednesday of each month.   § 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                       Steak Fry 
 Fund Raiser 

 
 
 
 

The Above and Beyond 
The Call of Duty 

Award Ceremony 
 

To be held at the Club Frontenac,  
1143 Main Street - West Warwick, RI  

 
 

May 5, 2017 
 

Presentation of the: 
  

ñThe Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Awardò 

 
 

 
 

Proceeds from the Fund raiser will be used towards the  
RI CHIP Program and Scottish Rite Learning Center. 

 

$26.00 
 

Please make your check payable to:  
The International Police Square & Compass Club 

 

 
Send to: IPSCC. RI Chapter No.1 

761 Nooseneck Hill Road, West Greenwich, RI  02817 
 

Questions: 
Bradford L. Barco, PGM 
BLB1134@Yahoo.com 
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From the Editor 
Dear Brethren, 
 

I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue.  Unfortunately, we did not 
have space for everyoneôs submissions.  Where appropriate, I have saved the material for 
our next issue.  As a reminder please submit your material for future issues before the 
deadline date.  Space is on a first come, first serve basis.  As the deadline approaches there 
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or 
after the deadline date. 
  

A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions; 
 

¶ Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents 

¶ Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files 

¶ Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted. 

¶ The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve 
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included 

¶ Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as 
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.  

 

Fraternally,                
Brother, Richard Lynch 

                                

Editor:  R\W\Richard F. Lynch 
 

Associate Editors: M\W\Leon C. Knudsen, PGM 

                                 R\W\Jack Anderson 

  W\Gerald T. Plemmons 
  Millie T. Hallstrom 
  Carol R. Plemmons 
 

Editorial Advisior: M\W\Carl B. Willi, PGM 

  R\W\Grand Secretary 

 

 

RI Freemason 
Deadlines 

  
The RI Freemason is published 6 times a 
year based on the Masonic Calendar of 
the Grand Master's year, which runs from 
May to May.   
  
 

The issues will be published as follows: 
  
 

JUNE/JULY 
Deadline: May 1st  

 

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER    
Deadline: July 1st  

 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER  
Deadline: September 1st   

 

DECEMBER/JANUARY 
Deadline: November 1st  

 

FEBRUARY/MARCH 
Deadline: January 1st  

 

APRIL/MAY 
Deadline: March 1st  

  

 

 

 

On Friday, February 28th Lynn and I got up early, at least early when we are on Florida 
time, to get ready to drive to Sarasota for the Annual Luncheon with our  RI brothers 
and families that have moved to sunny Florida or have become snow birds in order to 
escape  the cold weather of New England during the winter months.  We have a condo 

in Oldsmar, which is just outside of Tampa on the West Coast. It is about 1 ½ hour drive heading south to Sarasota and the Sahib Shrine Center 
where the luncheon has been held at least since 2002. That was the year I first attended with Past Grand Master Bob Allen and Lady Jean. Each 
year the Grand Master usually attends the luncheon and presents 50-Year Veterans Medals. The Grand Master is always accompanied by the 
RI Potentate if available. 
 
We pulled into the parking lot about 10:30 and Past Grand Master Joe Brearley and Anna pulled in right beside us. The Brearleys take the 
reservations and meal choices, so they need to be there early to check everyone in. Our Illustrious Potentate Domenic Distefano arrived as we 
were walking toward the door. Inside there were some friendly faces that we see there every year. There is a social time from 11:00 AM to 12:00 
Noon and then we have lunch.  It is always like old home week as most start arriving around 11:30 to see those that you havenôt seen in a year 
or sometimes more. In all this year, we had 55 Masons and their ladies or guests. 
 

M\W\Steven T. McGuire Grand Master and Lady Maureen, M\W\Herb McGuire, P.G.M. and Lady Joan as well as R\W\Elliott Greene and 

Lady Lynne all arrived together and made their way around the room greeting and shaking hands with everyone. R\W\Elliott Greene, Grand 
Marshal made a second trip around the room passing out the Grand Masterôs lapel pins. Illustrious Potentate William Balkwill of Sahib Shrine also 

passed out pins and a large number of their Shrine newspapers for everyone. With everyone seated and social time over, M\W\Herb McGuire 
lead us in prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. He then introduced the Potentate of Sahib Shrine, Ill. Bill Balkwill who welcomed us and wished 
us all a very enjoyable day. He was unable to join us for lunch that day. 
 
Next on the agenda was lunch and as always, the food was very good, I had the Tilapia and it was excellent, the other choice was beef and 
everyone that had it said it was also good.  After lunch, Ill. Domenic DeStefano was introduced and brought his greetings and told us about what 
was happening back in R I with the Shrine. 
 

Grand Master Steven McGuire was introduced by M\W\Herb McGuire (his dad) after which he thanked everyone for attending, brought the 

greetings of the Grand Lodge and his own personal greetings. He then introduced R\W\Elliott Greene Grand Marshal and their ladies; Maureen 
and Lynne.  He also spoke about some of the things that were happening in Rhode Island. Our four recipients, Brothers; A. Alfred William (No. 
32), Richard Colburn (No. 7), Richard Hillyer (No. 3) and Fredrick P. Toot (No. 1P) were introduced by the Grand Master and each with their lady 
was escorted by the Grand Marshal to the podium where they were presented with their 50-Year Medals and given the opportunity to speak. Lady 
Maureen took pictures of each and then a group picture of all 50-Year members in attendance. I think it was 11 in all. 
 
All told it was a wonderful day, meeting and greeting old friends and making some new ones. Remember that you donôt have to be 50-year 
member to come to the luncheon, you donôt have to live in Florida or even be a snow bird. Iôve been planning a winter get away around this 4th 

Friday in February for 10 or 12 years now.  All are welcome hope to see you next year!                 § 

 

Florida Luncheon 2017 
By: M\W\Raymond E. Hassell, P.G.M. 
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On Friday, January 13ththe Knight Companions of Plantations 
Conclave assembled for their annual banquet, followed by the 
annual meeting in the Scottish Rite Masonic Center library. Knight 
Companion, Leon C. Knudsen, Puissant Sovereign gaveled the 
meeting to order, and the annual reports were read, highlights of 
which were the numerous pilgrimages to our sister Conclaves in 
New England, our annual retreat to Grantville, PA and a formal 
Ladies night at the Dunes Club in Narragansett.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Puissant Sovereign Knudsen, M.W.P.G.M., having completed his 
duties, invited the installation team to preside over the installation 
of Knight Companion, Hirum A. Jamiel II, as Puissant Sovereign 
for the coming year, along with a distinguished officer line. 
                                                                                                                          

Plantations Conclave was chartered in 1952, under The           
United Grand Imperial Council is an honorary group of York Rite 

Masons.       §  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Knights of the  
Red Cross of Constantine 

Plantations Conclave No. 30 
By: Knight Companion, Arthur Chapman, 

 Intendant General 

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

The Junior Wardens of the Northern District 
are Pleased to Announce the  
Annual District Charity Event. 

   

This yearôs event will be a murder mystery, with all proceeds 
going to Adoption Rhode Island. The event will be held on 
Saturday, May 6th at the Smithfield Elks, 326 Farnum Pike, 
Smithfield from 12:00-5:00 PM.  
 

There will be great food, including roast pork, pulled pork, BBQ 
chicken, and more.  All brothers, family, and friends are 
welcome.  Please join us to support this great cause. 

   

Please contact any of the Northern District Junior Wardens for 
tickets. 

 

Melvin Silverioééé401-365-8509éé.Roger Williams Lodge No. 32 
 

Tony Rodrigueséé..401-486-3123éééé..Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8 
 

Leo Kennedyééé...401-447-8445éééé..Lafayette Lodge No. 47 
 

John Scheirembecké401-775-9164éééMorning Star Lodge No. 13 
 

John Barneséééé.860-234-1155éééé.Friendship Lodge No. 7  
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St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence 
 

Cordially invites all brethren to attend 

R\W\Gary S. Kaufman, DDGM of the Metro District 
for his last visitation to the Masonic Districts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Scottish Rite Masonic Center 

 

  5:30 PM  Lodge opens for business  

 

  6:00 PM  Dinner 

 

  7:00 PM  Lodge returns to work 

 

  7:15 PM  Reception of the DDGM and his suite  

 

  7:45 PM  Evening program (Semi-public)  

 

 

Wednesday 

April 19, 2017 

 

                                  Evening Program: 
 

               M\W\Avi Baranes 
                   Grand Master  
                                         of the State of Israel 

  

                                             ñThe History Freemasonry in Israelò 

 
 
 
 
 
Please join us for an exciting evening as we extend 

R\W\Gary Kaufman a final send off as he officially leaves 
the districts and assumes the office of Junior Grand Warden. 
Please attend and show your support and thank you. 
   

We are also pleased to have the Grand Master of Israel with 
us to celebrate the evening with an inspiring program on the 

diversity of Freemasonry in Israel. 

 

 

         

          

 

 
 

The 2nd Masonic Town Hall Meeting has 
been called by the Grand Master 

 
Saturday, April 22, 2017 

9:00 AM 
Grand Lodge Building 

 

Masters and Wardens of all lodges 
Are encouraged to attend. 

 

All brothers including  
Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft 

Are also invited to attend. 
 

Please come share your ideas and concerns 
regarding the Craft and how we can better improve 
our fraternity in Rhode Island. 
 

A continental breakfast will be provided. 

Garibaldi Lodge, NYC  
Bus Trip 

 Sponsored by Daylight Lodge No. 48 
 

May 5, 2017 

 

$60.00 per person 
Includes Bus Ticket & Lunch 

 

Bus Departs Exit 7 (Rt 95) park and ride at 9:30 AM 
 Exit 3 park and ride at 10:00 AM 

 

Reservations: greenejason9@gmail.com  

 

                                                               Memorial Day                                                                                                      
                             Wreath Laying Ceremony 

 

   May 29, 2017 6:00 PM 

 

    Veterans Cemetery
   Exeter, Rhode Island 

 

Please come and support our service men and women, past and 
present.  Apron and jewels, sport coat and tie for all brothers. 

      
                         

 


