
J U N E  /  J U L Y  2 0 2 2                                     V O L U M E  F O R T Y - E I G H T ,  I S S U E  O N E

rhode island
FREEMASON

Robert A. Palazzo, Most Worshipful Grand Master and, left, William “Brad” Ripley, Right Worshipful Grand Marshal



2 The Freemason Magazine: June/July 2022

THE MAGAZINE OF THE MASONIC GRAND LODGE OF RHODE ISLAND

Grand Master’s Address

Let’s Strive to Accomplish Great Things Together 

Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, Most Worshipful Past Grand Masters, Right Worshipfuls, Distinguished 
Guests, Brethren All.  There are few moments in our lives when one stands in awe by the events going on 

about them and today is one of  those days. As I stand here in this time and space, I look out and wonder, how can 
I possibly be addressing my brethren as the Grand Master? When others comment about being a surreal moment 
in their life, I now fully understand the feeling. With so much 
to be grateful for, I must first give all the honor and praise to 
the Grand Architect of  the Universe, who by his grace and his 
grace alone, made it possible for me to stand before you. 
As you travel this road and progress from district to 
district, your thoughts occasionally reflect on what it 
will be like to finally reach the end of  this journey. My 
brothers, I can tell you without reservation, none of  
what you imagine will prepare you for this moment until 
it finally arrives.  As the 167th Grand Master, to say I’m 
humbled and honored is an understatement.  As with all 
the men before me, I will endeavor to serve this Grand 
Jurisdiction with dedication to duty and the craft always 
before my eyes.

Personally, my Masonic journey began some 32 years ago. 
Most of  us recall the phrase “2 
B 1 ask 1”, well, that was my 
story. I had asked and lo and 
behold an application showed 
up signed by two men whom 
I just met. These men knew 
nothing about me other than I 
was working at the Scottish Rite 
building. Going through this 
process, little did I know the 
profound impact it would have 
on my life and the amount of  

time I would devote to it. Growing up, I was not exposed 
to Masonry as I’m the first in my family to enter our great 
fraternity. And, in a strange way which I can’t explain, as 
I reflect back, I somehow always felt that I was being lead 
on a course which took me here today. 

Learning from Leaders

During my years in the craft, I have been afforded many 
opportunities to serve our Grand Jurisdiction, but that 
of  Assistant Grand Lecturer was genuinely rewarding. 
The position exposed me to the many brothers on their 
journey to the Grand East, with each always leaving a bit of  

knowledge behind. My brothers, in preparation of  
this year, I have had the benefit of  learning from my 
predecessors. As I stand here today, I stand on the 
shoulders of  giants.........giants of  Masonic Leadership. 
And, as I look to the future of  this jurisdiction, I look 
within myself  to use all that I have learned and taken 
from each of  them, and of  course I speak of  our Past 

“Leadership is 

not about title; 

leadership is about 

purpose and a 

vision.”
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Grand Masters. To the Past Grand Masters, I thank you for continuing to re-appointment me in line, or for taking the 
time to offer wise council to a brother, and most especially always being there to listen.

To our honored guests, all of  you have traveled some distance to be with us today, but whatever the distance, I’m truly 
honored by your presence here today. To be able to call this distinguished group of  men my brothers is a tribute to 
the vastness of  our fraternity and all the outstanding men who have acknowledged and accepted the tenets of  our 
institution and the genuine brotherly love expressed by all who are proud to call themselves Masons.

To my brothers of  Roger Williams Lodge. We all have a deep attachment to our mother lodge, and I am no different. 
Knocking on the door of  Roger Williams No. 32, as a candidate was as mystifying as life itself. But as I grew more 
familiar with the inner workings of  Masonry, my lodge and the men therein, I realized how fortunate I was to have 
been directed there. I now have the privilege to call all these men my brothers. Thank you for all that you have done 
and continue to do for me.
Service is Built on Caring Support and Trust

Throughout my life I have been blessed in so many ways, my parents were loving, and nurturing people and I learned 
so much from them. My older brother and younger sister have always been supportive and a source for guidance. 
My wife Valerie, she and I have endured many events through our 45 years together, some good and of  course some 
not so good, but we always faced them together and we somehow came out stronger. Masonry was no different, she 
has welcomed this new way of  life I chose to undertake and together we walked the path that ultimately took me 
here today. I am forever grateful for her support and assistance and I know we have more to accomplish. To my two 
daughters, Nicole and Alexis, God could not have blessed me with two greater children of  whom I’m very proud. I 
thank God for his many blessings and ask for the knowledge, wisdom and understanding to 
guide our fraternity in this next chapter of  my Masonic career.
It would be irresponsible of  me if  I didn’t thank each of  you for the trust and confidence 
you have reposed in me by elevating me to the office of  Most Worshipful Grand Master. 
I have always tried to consider my position of  leadership throughout my travels as an act 
of  service to our fraternity. I have strived to serve this organization with respect for its 
principles and by the tenets we live by. As your Grand Master, I will continue on that same 
course and view this opportunity as a privilege not as an entitlement.
 To the three ladies who assist in any way they can. No, it’s not my wife and daughters, but 
to Maria, Marcie and Diane, our office staff.  They collectively under the stewardship of  
the R∴W∴ Grand Secretary Brother Ron Reed, have provided an invaluable service over 
the years to me and to this fraternity. Their skill, knowledge and professionalism have 
guided the day-to-day activities of  this Grand Lodge and keep this Grand Jurisdiction on a smooth, steady course. 
Thank you so very much for all your help. I look forward to our upcoming year together.
It Takes a Brotherhood

My mind at this moment is flooded with so many thoughts it’s difficult to sort them out. There are so many to 
thank, from my parents and family who have always provided life council and direction, to all those who have 
willingly whispered good council along my Masonic career. Collectively, you all have in some fashion shaped my 
life and made me the person I am today, to each of  you, I owe a debt of  gratitude. Throughout the many years 
of  brotherly love and friendship I have experienced, I must at this time without exception thank Most Worshipful 
Brother Wyman “Chip” Hallstrom for having the faith and confidence in me to serve our Grand Jurisdiction. Most 
Worshipful, I hope that I have met and fulfilled your expectations and justified your decision to appointment me 
in line. Saying thank you will never be enough for setting my feet upon this path. And of  course, the odyssey of  
our five-hour breakfast will forever be ingrained in my memory. To the Grand Marshall. My brothers, all who have 

“By living our 
lives agreeable 

to our tenets, we 
communicate to 
the outside world 
that we are the 
answer to the 
bitterness and 

hostility.”

Continued on Page 13  
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Survey Results Are In; Here’s What We Heard, By The Numbers
Responses to the Grand Lodge Five-Year Plan survey 
have been tabulated.  Grand Lodge received 417 
responses to the survey, representing about 16% of  the 
membership.
Not all of  the responses add up to 100%.  This is due to 
a small variety of  answers that might not have pertained 
to the question, or the response may have been rounded 
up to a whole number.
Of  those who responded, some 29.1% have been 
members of  the Craft between 21 and 49 years with 
17.7% being members 11-20 years, 15.3% 50 years and 
over, 13.1% six to 10 years, and 8.5% five years and less.
The survey returns indicated that many respondents, 
45%, became Freemasons through the influence of  
family and friends who were Freemasons themselves.  
The opportunity to gain knowledge, receive light, 
curiosity and an interest in history was cited by 21.6% 
as the reason they became Freemasons.  Brotherhood, 
fraternity and camaraderie were indicated by 11.9%.  
Other responses included to be a better person, to help 
others and DeMolay.  
Of  the respondents, 67% have held office in their 
lodge, 30.8% have not.  Of  those that held office, 
43.7% served as Worshipful Master; 2.7% as Senior 
Warden; 3.6% as Junior Warden; 1.9% as Treasurer; .2% 
as Secretary; and 14.3% as appointed officers. 
Freemasonry was very important in the lives 39.6% of  
the respondents and important to 36.7%, while 15.3% 
said that the craft was somewhat important to them, 
and 4.6% said it was not important.
A majority, 61.9%, said that what they enjoyed most 
about Freemasonry was the friendship, brotherhood 
and the fraternal aspects of  the craft.  Charity was 
indicated by 16% of  the respondents, with ceremony, 
degree work and enlightenment at 13%. 
In response to the question about what appealed least 
to them, 32.5% cited inactive lodges, low attendance, 
“bad apples”, pressure to join concordant bodies, and 
lack of  racial diversity as things that were not appealing 
to them.  There were also individual responses that 
named lodge cliques and politics, feeling unwelcome 
at meetings, and ritual as aspects of  Freemasonry least 
appealing to them.

Of  those who answered the survey, 47.6% said they 
attended lodge regularly; 48.5% said they did not and 
3.4% did not respond.  Reasons for not attending 
regularly were old age and lack of  transportation, 
12.6%; work, family and lack of  time, 12.4%; living out 
of  state, 9.5%; lack of  interest, lodge offers nothing, 
3.6%.  Coronavirus restrictions were cited by 2.4%, 
miscellaneous comments were 5.3%, and 56.6% offered 
no response.
Overall, the Craft Meets Expectations

Freemasonry has met the expectations of  74.3% of  
the respondents since they joined the Craft; 9.2% said 
it had not; 1.7% said it had met their expectations to 
some degree.  A place to create and nurture friendships 
was cited by 17.2% as the reason Freemasonry had 
met their expectations.  Providing the tools to be a 
better man was cited by 27.2%, and the ability to trust 
brothers was 3.6%.  The reasons given for the Craft not 
meeting expectations included cliques and not living up 
to its promise, 5.3%; and overall disappointment and 
unfriendliness, 1.5%.  Some 31.1% had no response to 
this question.
Concerning whether specific lodge activities, 
categorized as degree work, programs, community 
involvement, and family events met their expectations, 
respondents answered in the following way:
Degree Work:  76% yes, 7.5% no, 14% no response.
Programs:  70.6% yes, 11.2% no, 16.7% no response.
Community Involvement:  68.2% yes, 14.8% no, 14.8% 
no response.
Family Events:  68.2% yes, 14.1% no, 16% no response.
Answering the question, “What do you see as the role 
of  your lodge?”, 28.2% said that it should be a pillar 
in the community, and promote the Craft. To provide 
education was indicated by 23.5%, and to provide 
charity by 12.6%.  There was no response to this 
question by 16.5%.
Is Grand Lodge Doing its Job?

When addressing the role of  the Grand Lodge, 42% 
said the role was to govern, oversee, provide direction, 
and facilitate blue lodge operations; 31% said it was to 
provide education and programs; 5.3% said its role was 

Continued on Page 5
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maintain contact with lodges; and 5.1% said it was to 
communicate and advise the membership of  changes.  
Some 14.8% had no response, and 1.7% was unsure 
what that role was.
In answer to the question, “Does Grand Lodge fulfill 
this role?”, 47.6% said yes, 10.9% said sometimes; 
8% said no; 11.1% were not sure; and 22.3% had no 
response.
Responding to the question of  what Grand Lodge 
can do to support individual lodges, answers varied, 
but 27.1% said to provide better speakers, programs 
and education to lodges; 15.3% said to set lodge 

expectations, hold lodges accountable, and teach 
lodges how to succeed; 8.3% said reduce, eliminate or 
change Grand Lodge assessments and assist lodges 
with expenses; 10.4% were not sure; and 32% had no 
response.  Other comments included advising with 
suggestions for events, helping retain good Masons, 
being a resource for community involvement and 
charitable projects, assisting in bringing more candidates 
into the Craft, educating the membership about Grand 
Lodge operations, and promoting DeMolay.

Introducing the Central District’s Traveling Chalice
Stephan H. Saraidarian, R∴W∴DDGM

At the Central District organizational meeting we 
discussed that one of  the biggest hurdles to a lodge’s 
success is complacency, and one of  the best tools 
against complacency is traveling to other lodges.  
In traveling we learn what strategies other lodges 
use to address the day-to-day tasks and issues that 
arise.  Traveling to different lodges also happens to be 
one of  the most enjoyable aspects of  Freemasonry.  
Unfortunately, travel has waned quite a bit due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.  As such, the lodges of  
the Central District agreed to take part in a friendly 
travelling competition to help promote the Central 
District and encourage brothers to travel.  In return for 
their efforts, we promised a unique traveling award for 
the lodge whose members traveled the most to lodge 
annuals and visitations in the Central District.  
Finding the Right Award
It took a while to find the right award.  Jason Rainone, 
Worshipful Grand Master of  Ceremonies, and I did a 
lot of  consulting with Masons and non-Masons alike 
to bring it to reality.  While a traveling gavel is generally 
common, we instead decided to use a traveling chalice.  
A chalice or cup has meanings in every religion and 
philosophy, but most often it is seen as a symbol of  
shared blessings.  The most recognizable expression of  
this being in the Catholic faith where it is used in the 
Holy Communion to share the blessing of  the blood of  
Christ. Less known, but no less beautiful, is in the Sufi 

religious tradition where a chalice is used to share water 
and milk in a ceremony used to help unite people in 
marriage.  The chalice can also be seen as a symbol of  
protection, and was used in Gothic and Byzantine art, 
where showing someone holding a chalice indicated that 
they had turned away from evil and accepted that they 
were a servant of  the goodness of  their God.  So, for we 
here, it represents the shared blessings that come from, 
and the protection afforded by, Masonic travel.
The base of  the chalice is made of  wood.  Unlike other 
types of  materials, such as stone or metal, wood has a 
life cycle.  It grew from a seed to a tree and represents 
life, growth and strength.  This base is where the 
name of  the lodge currently holding the chalice will be 
engraved as a testament to the growth and strength it 
takes to be open to new ideas.
The chalice itself  is made of  aluminum. Aluminum, 
scientifically speaking, is a good conductor of  thermal 
and electrical energy.  It is an easy metal to work with 
and, as such, its uses are boundless.  In the Wiccan 
tradition, it symbolizes one’s desire to use your energy 
to the fullest, and to maximize your potential.  It is used 
in making charms that help people distinguish right 
from wrong and make their ideal life a reality.  For us it 
symbolizes a lodge’s willingness to put forth its energies 
in striving to make an ideal lodge for its members.  
The binding around the antlers and top of  the stem is 
made of  leather.  Leather has traditionally been seen as 

Continued on Page 6
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a symbol of  power, elegance and comfort.  It is also a 
symbol for the presence of  God.  It was placed on this 
cup in part because no great or important undertaking 
should be done without invoking the blessings of  deity.  
The antlers represent regeneration because during a 
stag’s life its antlers grow and fall off  only to regrow 
again.  This represents that while a lodge may hit upon 

hard times and “fall off ” there is 
always an opportunity for them 
to grow again if  its members are 
willing to do what is needed to 
achieve their goals.
The chalice is adorned with two 
stags, sometimes referred to as 
harts.  A hart is the most exalted 
among deer.  He has the maturity 
and experience to have endured 
life’s many challenges and typically 
has a massive crown of  antlers 
to prove it.  The stag symbolizes 
stamina, passion, grace, instincts, 

maturity, and leadership.  
Lastly, the top of  the cup of  stags is adorned with a 
plaque in honor of  the Freemason from the Central 
District who Jason and I felt was a good and true 
representation of  all the above characteristics and for 
whom this chalice shall forever hereafter be named.  
Brethren I present to you the Right Worshipful 
Thomas R. Yeaw, Grand Chaplain Emeritus Traveling 
Chalice.  This chalice is to be awarded every year by 
the Central District Deputy Grand Master to the 

lodge he feels traveled the most during his term in 
office.  This year the first lodge to be awarded this high 
honor is Manchester Lodge No. 12.  Congratulations 
to Manchester Lodge, its members, officers, and 
Worshipful Master.  Thank you to all the lodges of  
the Central District for keeping this competition so 
competitive and friendly.  I am so proud of  the work 
you all have done and continue to do.  

Collegivm Lvminosvm Sets Annual 
Meeting for June 29
Russell Lorenson, Chancellor

The annual meeting of  Collegivm Lvminosvm is scheduled 
for June 29, 2022.  Please see the notice for more 
information.

I would like to than all of  the brothers who helped out this 
year  by sitting in as officers, or by attending.

FROM THE EDITOR

Thank you to everyone who submitted articles and photos for this 
issue.  If  possible please submit articles in advance of  the deadlines 
listed on page 16.  Please send articles in Word, and any pictures as 
attachments in any picture format or pdf. Send files to rifreemason@
rimasons.org. 

Editor Maria Doyle          Assocuiate Editor R∴W ∴Jack Anderson  
Editorial Advisor R∴W∴Ronald P Reed, Grand Secretary

 

Introducing the Central District’s Traveling Chalice Continued from Page 5

Manchester Lodge No. 12 has been awarded the Thomas R. 
Yeaw Traveling Chalice.
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Be a Part of the Grand Lodge Landscape Project
In commemoration of  the Grand Lodge landscape project, we are pleased to offer you the opportunity to engrave 
a brick with your special message to be permanently displayed in the new front walkway and terrace space. 
Fill out and order form below and submit via mail to the Grand Lodge office 
along with a check payable to the “Grand Lodge of  Rhode Island.”

(One brick per form- copies of this form acceptable)

Check in the amount of $ ______________ for ____ brick(s)

Make Check Payable To:      Grand Lodge of Rhode Island

(Example Layout)

$100 per brick                                                    
Multiple bricks welcome                       

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island                                                                                                                  
Memorial Brick Drive

          Mail Check To:    Grand Lodge of Rhode Island                          Contact Info: 401-435-4650          
                                           Attn: Memorial Brick Drive                                      
                                           222 Taunton Avenue
                                           East Providence,  RI  02914

To Order by Mail  

Name: __________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________

Phone:________________   Email: ___________________________

(23 Characters Max per line …3 line maximum)

Brick is 4"W x 8"L x 2"Thk                                                          
Double laser engraved.                                                                

Double sealed with 2 coats of weather 
sealer.                                                                    

Double coated with 2 coats of "LifeGuard" 
sealer.

Line 1

Line 2

Line 3

Grand Lodge Breaks Ground on Landscape Project
On April 12, the Grand Lodge Building Committee officially broke ground to begin the landscape project to 
improve and enhance the look of  the grounds.  The project will include a new front walkway and terrace space, a 
Special Ladies Memorial Garden, planting, lighting, signage and a repaved parking lot.

Pictured are: back row (l to r) Robert A. 
Palazzo, R∴W∴Deputy Grand Master; 
Ronald P. Reed, R∴W∴ Grand Secretary; 
front row (l to r) Gary S. Kaufman, M∴W∴ 
Past Grand Master; W∴Andrew Sholes, 
Building Committee Chairman; Robert B. 
Ellston, M∴W∴ Grand Master; W∴Michael 
D. Picard; Kenneth F. Poyton, M∴W∴Past 
Grand Master.
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METRO DISTRICT ORGANIZED FOR AN ACTIVE YEAR
Gilbert J. Fontes, Jr., R∴W∴ DDGM

Worshipful Jay and I look forward 
to the next steps in our journey 
as District Deputy Grand Master 
and Grand Master of  Ceremonies 
to the Metro District. Moreover, 
we’re looking forward to sharing 
time with you and creating 
great memories. There is one 
prerequisite that will contribute 
significantly to great memories, 
you! You need to be there!

Below is a list containing dates for 
the Metro District Annuals and 
DDGM Visitations. Take a minute 
to grab your phone and put these 
dates in your calendar.  Also, put 
this phone number in your contact 
list, 401-413-3452, it’s my cell 
number. If  you have a question 
or information for me, call it.

Lodge Annuals DDGM 
Visitations

St. John’s, No. 1P - 
Friday, June 24, 2022 
Wednesday, April 19, 2023

Jenks, No. 24
Monday, January 23, 2023 
Monday, March 27, 2023

Rising Sun, No. 30* 
Monday, October 17, 2022 
Friday, May 26, 2023

Redwood, No. 35 
Monday, May 8, 2023  
Monday, January 9, 2023

Overseas, No. 40
Friday, November 11, 2022 
Tuesday, April 11, 2023

Logia Libertad UD 
TBD
Saturday, November 5, 2022

*Officer Forum

The tentative date for the 
Metro District Organizational 
Meeting is Friday June 3, time 
and place to be determined.

In addition to the dates above, be 
sure to refer to your lodge notices 
for dates on other upcoming events. 

Note: I will be utilizing the 
messaging feature in Grandview 
to send periodic updates to the 
members of  the Metro District. 
Please be sure to up-date your 
information in Grandview to receive 
these informative messages. If  
you have any questions regarding 
Grandview, contact your lodge 
secretary or R∴W∴ Mike Southern.

May this Masonic year be a 
year of  personal growth. May 
you discover who you were 
meant to be--and be it!.”

EAST BAY DISTRICT 
FULL LODGE GREETS NORTHERN DISTRICT DDGM 
ERIC E. GRIST, R∴W∴DDGM

It has been said that the journey 
is far more important that the 
destination. I have come to believe 
this must have been originally 
stated by a District Deputy from 
Rhode Island. Many who I respect 
have told me to enjoy these 
travels, and we certainly have.  
It is hard to believe that another 
year has passed, and John and I will 
soon begin our journey together 
in the East Bay District. We will 
not forget this year and the warm 
reception we received from the 

brothers of  our mother district. 
The visitations hosted by each lodge 
and the amazing turnout of  the 
brothers culminated in our final 
official visitation held at Lafayette 
Lodge No. 47. There, we entered 
an already well-attended lodge 
room with a large suite from the 
district. Shortly thereafter we were 
followed by another suite of  visiting 
brethren from the East Bay District 
led by R∴W∴Gil Fontes. Once 
they were settled, another alarm 
sounded and in came a suite from 

the Southern and Central districts 
led by R∴W∴Stephan Saraidarian 
and R∴W∴Mazen Alsabe. 
With no offense meant to the poet 
Joyce Kilmer, I think that I shall 
never see anything as lovely as a 
full lodge room. I would be remiss 
if  I did not mention that after 
many years of  waiting, I was finally 
welcomed to Lafayette Lodge, in 
true Lafayette fashion. Thank you, 
R∴W∴Bob Drisko for that honor.

Continued on Page 9
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Full Lodge Greets Northern District DDGM Continued from Page 8

Seeing so many brothers attend a 
humble District Deputy’s midweek 

visitation, I am inevitably led to 
the question: “Why do so many 

of  our brothers stop coming to 
lodge?” Only they can tell you, 
certainly not me. I wonder what 
the result would be if  each brother 
reading this would reach out to one 
brother who has been missing and 
invite him to come back to Lodge. 
Going back to lodge after a long 
absence may feel a little odd the 
first time, but we know that you 
will be welcomed with open arms. 

Finally, my brothers, most of  the 
work this year is done and our time 
in the Northern District grows 
short, but our journey continues… 

NORTHERN DISTRICT              
IT TAKES COURAGE TO ANSWER ‘WHY?’
Stephan H. Saraidarian, R∴W∴ DDGM

First, I would like to thank the 
lodges, members, and Worshipful 
Masters of  the Central District for 
all their hospitality.  It truly was 
a wonderful year for Jason and 
myself.  I could not be prouder of  
all the things you brethren have 
accomplished.  Second, a sincere 
thank you to Most Worshipful 
Grand Master Palazzo for his 
faith in me to serve as DDGM 
of  the Northern District.  Jason 
and I look forward to working 
with the brethren of  the Northern 
District and assisting in any way 
we are able.  Lastly I leave you 
with something to ponder…

“Why?”  This is a question I ask 
often in various configurations and 
the answers are always enlightening.  
It takes a lot of  courage to answer 
“Why?” sincerely and honestly. 

Why do we do what we do? 
Why don’t we strive to be our best?  
Why do we stay on paths 
that we know aren’t right?  

Why do we choose to suffer 
rather than ask for assistance?  
Why does it take tragedy 
to inspire kindness?  
Why do we talk about doing 
the right thing instead 
of  actually doing it?  
“Why?” is a difficult question 
to answer, but it is even worse 
when the question is sparked 
by something you hear in 
close circles, like this one:

“There is no point because 
every year we lose more 
brothers than we gain.”  

If  you found that statement jarring 

to read, imagine how it would 
have felt to hear it spoken aloud. 
Beyond shock or disagreement, 
some might even feel anger. But 
if  you take a moment to ask 
yourself  “Why?” someone would 
say that, you might conclude, as 
I did, that as a Masonic society 
we have failed him. Somewhere 
along the way we as a society 
didn’t communicate the purpose 
of  the degrees, we did not live 
the meanings of  the symbols and 
allegories, and we did not properly 
give our hand in friendship so our 
brother would feel comfortable 
enough to ask “Why?”.  In doing 
so he would have learned how to 
answer that question for himself  
and moved on, with or without 
the Craft, rather than languishing 
lost amongst us, failing to find 

Brothers from the East Bay, Central, and Southern Districts joined the Northern 
District Suite at the Northern District DDGM visitation. 

Continued on Page 10
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purpose in what he was doing.

He didn’t ask “Why?”, so I tried 
to put myself  in his shoes, asking 
myself  “If  I were him, how would 
I get to a place where I made that 
statement?”  In my experience, 
the answer to “Why?” almost 
always boils down to either fear, 
or love.  In this case, the fear is 
that if  Freemasonry were to end 
tomorrow, all the work and the time 
spent laboring would be for naught.  
Now, if  Freemasonry was some sort 
of  a pyramid scheme, focused on 
money and membership numbers, 
then the previous statement would 
be true.  However, there is more to 
our fraternity than having full lodge 
rooms, full suites on visitations, or 
money in the coffers of  lodges and 
grand lodges alike.  There is more 
to it than titles, jewels, pins, and 
awards.  If  you can see Freemasonry 
as a tool to guide you to a better 
you, then the time spent in that 
endeavor can never be for naught.

Do We Act as Freemasons Should?

Now, that being said, I can’t help but 
wonder if  we convey that belief  and 
understanding to a new candidate. 
Do we act as Freemasons should, 
not just in his presence, but when 
no one is watching?  Do we truly 
interview him and understand what 
it is that he thinks he will get out 
of  the Craft? In conferring his 
degrees, were we more concerned 
with how high we could lift him off  
the ground, how rough we could 
be, how amusing we could make it 
for ourselves and our brothers on 
the sidelines?  When he completes 
his proficiencies, do we celebrate 
his achievements, do we make sure 

he understands the deeper meaning 
and merits of  what he just said, or 
do we simply have him memorize 
it to get his signature on the bylaws 
and collect his dues? When he 
becomes an officer, do we help him 
understand the lessons that come 
from each chair, or do we rush him 
ahead skipping chairs because the 
lodge needed him even if  it was to 
his own journey’s detriment?  When 
he leaves the East, do we push him 
to the sidelines to watch passively 
as others shuffle along the same 
path, or do we help him continue 
his journey of  self-discovery and 
improvement? And when it is all said 
and done, do we even remember 
what it was that brought us to the 
Craft, or was our experience so 
like his that it is all we know? 

There are so many questions, 
but the important one is this: 
“Why Freemasonry?”

I joined the fraternity to be more 
involved in charity work and spend 
more time with honorable men who 
were of  a like mind to my own; men 
who believed that we had a duty to 
help those around us.  I wanted to 
be a Shrine Clown and bring some 
joy to kids that were suffering.  

On May 24, 2010, I was raised to the 
sublime degree of  Master Mason 
along with nine other brothers.  I 
remember that it was conferred 
with passion, with purpose, and 
with solemnity.  When I received 
the Master Mason charge the hairs 
on my arms stood straight up and I 
was filled with a feeling of  pride, of  
wanting to prove my worth to my 
family, to mankind, to our fraternity, 
to our creator, and to myself.  It was 

a profound experience that inspired 
me to seek out the deeper meanings 
behind the symbols and allegories.  
I wanted to feel conviction and 
passion for an ideal so strongly that 
I could show the same resolve our 
Grand Master Hiram displayed.  

In the days that followed, I imagined 
that the officers who conferred 
my degrees practiced them over 
and over and over until they got it 
right.  That was something I found 
inspirational, and I carried it forward 
into my own journey through the 
officer chairs.  I found myself  
uplifted by the idea that it was up 
to each generation to carry forward 
this oral tradition of  inspiring the 
next generation to be better than 
they believed themselves to be.  

Our officer line met twice a month 
and we practiced over and over and 
over until we got it right.  Certainly, 
it was laborious and tiresome, but 
I never saw it as a chore.  There 
were days I wished to be anywhere 
other than working in the quarry.  
There were times when I truly felt 
the weight of  the tasks for which 
I was responsible, but every time 
I arrived at lodge, I was greeted 
by men who helped me see their 
purpose and elevated me.  On those 
days when they felt that weight, 
I hope I gave to them that same 
inspiration in return.  Each time, 
when I left the temple, I felt fulfilled 
and rejuvenated.  I felt as though I 
was paying forward the effort and 
the work given to make my degrees 
as impactful and inspirational as they 
could be, and I felt ready to take 
on life’s challenges.  What a way to 
spend a day! I loved spending my 
time that way, engaged with brothers 

It Takes Courage to Answer ‘Why?’ Continued from Page 9
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in something truly worthwhile.  

So, why did I join the fraternity?  
I may not have known it at the 
time, but I did it out of  love 
for my fellow creatures, for my 

creator, and for myself.  As I 
mentioned earlier, “Why?” often 
boils down to fear, or to love. 

Now, I ask you my brothers, 
“Why Freemasonry?” 

Don’t speak the answer. 

Actions speak louder.

    

CENTRAL DISTRICT             
LET’S NEVER FORGET OUR OBLIGATIONS TO EACH OTHER
Mazen M. Alsabe,R∴W∴ DDGM

The year has flown by, and W∴ 
Anthony Amaral’s and my time 
in the Southern District is at 
an end. We are grateful for the 
hospitality and the brotherly love we 
received in the Southern District, 
and we will always cherish our 
memories there.  We are looking 
forward to our new adventure and 
friendships in the Central District.
We had our final Installation of  
officers at Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 
4 on February 22. Congratulations 
to Worshipful Master Zachary 
A. Preston and his line officers 
and best luck in the new vision 
in rebuilding and growing your 
lodge! We are very pleased with 

the growth of  the lodge and the 
interest they are generating in 
attracting new members. My official 
visitation to Hope Lodge No.25 
was likewise a statement of  support 
and brotherly love. Thank you, my 
dear brothers, for your hospitality 
and all the efforts you took to make 
my visitation a fantastic one!
One of  the lessons I am learning 
as a District Deputy are the many 
conflicting duties and priorities that 
we are tasked with. A case in point: 
I planned to accompany the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master on his 
trip to Vermont to attend the New 
England Brotherhood Night in 
March. After making all my travel 

arrangements and reservations, 
I remembered that my Mother 
Lodge, St. Johns No. 1P, would 
be conferring the Second Section 
of  the Master Mason Degree at 
the exact same time. While I was 
committed to traveling with the 
Grand Master, I had also committed 
to raising one of  our new candidates. 
I had a personal struggle: was my 
obligation to my Grand Master or 
a new brother?  I sought the advice 
of  a very wise brother and friend, 
who whispered good counsel in my 
ear: the Grand Master deserved my 
respect, but my duty as a Mason was 
to stand by the side of  my newest 
brother. Ultimately, I cancelled my 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT                 
PUTTING THE FOCUS ON LEADERSHIP THROUGH SERVICE
Michael A. Cunningham, R∴W∴DDGM

I must admit that it is both exciting 
and intimidating at the same time 
to be writing this article introducing 
both Worshipful Mick Torgan and 
myself  to the Southern District. As 
Winston Churchill once said, “with 
opportunity comes responsibility.” 

We are anxious to get started and 
look forward to working together 
with the brethren of  the district. 

Mick and I were line officers 
together at Harmony Lodge and 
served as Worshipful Master in 
successive years, so we have several 
years of  working together and 
building a strong friendship – and 
we look forward to continuing 
our Masonic journeys together 
in the Southern District.

I recently had a discussion with a 

Past Grand Master who I hold in 
high regard, and he gave me some 
gentle counsel – DDGMs who 
have been most successful in our 
Grand Jurisdiction have embraced 
the philosophy of  “leadership 
through service”. Fortunately, this 
concept has been central to Mick’s 
and my approach to past leadership 
opportunities, and we will strive to 

Continued on Page 12
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maintain this theme moving forward. 
I envision our roles as facilitators, 
working with the individual lodges 
within the Grand Lodge operational 
framework to set them up for 
success as they organize and execute 
their lodge-specific operational 
plans. Put another way in perhaps 
a not-so-effective metaphor – each 
lodge will hold its own picnic, and 
Mick and I will show up with the 
proverbial Jell-O and marshmallow 
salad to help make it a success. 

I am looking forward to 
working with each lodge in 
the district and learning more 
about how they are planning for 
current and future success!
There is considerable enthusiasm 
in Rhode Island Freemasonry in 
anticipation of  Most Worshipful 
Bob Palazzo’s year as Grand 
Master, and Mick and I can’t wait 
to get started. Thank you, Grand 
Master, for the appointment to 
the Grand Line 

and for the trust you are showing 
in me to be your representative 
in the Southern District. 
To the brethren of  the Southern 
District, we look forward to 
working with you soon. Please 
reach out to me directly (919-740-
6776; macunningham9@yahoo.
com) if  I can be of  any assistance 
– my door is always open.

The Repeat of 1896

My Brothers, as the changing of  the seasons signals a 
new beginning, so it does with the beginning of  a new 
Masonic year. Plans are currently underway for the re-
dedication of  the State House cornerstone. Previously, 

we asked everyone to save June 18th as the official 
date, but due to some logistical issues and the fact that 
we can hold the event on the actual day of  the original 
laying, we have made the decision to change the date to 

October 15, 2022.
We are asking everyone, in all lodges, to attend this 

unique opportunity. Much of  what you will witness will 
come from the actual minutes of  the event in 1896. We 
are asking for all Worshipful Masters of  lodges to add 

this to your calendar and we certainly encourage anyone 
interested outside of  our fraternity to show up as well.
Our community involvement will be a significant part 
of  our planning this year and I sincerely hope you will 

consider such an event within your Lodge and your 
community. I look forward to hearing your plans in the 
months ahead and if  there's anything I can do to assist, 

please reach out.
Fraternally,

Robert A. Palazzo, Grand Master

 Scottish Rite Celebrates Feast of the Paschal Lamb
 Ill∴ Peter Iacobucci, 330, Valley Secretary

 The Feast of  the Paschal Lamb is a solemn ceremony   
to honor our fallen brothers.  It is a special day 
which the families join with us in remembrance 
and gratitude for their unselfish service to Scottish 
Rite Freemasonry. It is a beautiful service filled with 
prayer and song with the musical accompaniment 
by the West Bay Chorale.  The day is completed 
with a light collation filled with fellowship and 
many memories between family and brothers. 

Putting the Focus on Leadership Through Service Continued from Page 11
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traveled this road must of  course do it with someone who is also willing to serve not only the fraternity, but as a 
true and trusted brother to the deputy. Looking for a Grand Master of  Ceremonies, I needed to find someone who 
was dedicated to the craft and had the experience and understanding to do the job. That man was of  course the 
Grand Marshall, R∴W∴Brad Ripley. R∴W∴Brad, choosing you to travel with me was one of  the best decisions 
I made in my Masonic career. You and Lady Millie have been there through the best and the worst of  times and 
always ready to lend a hand or offer support. As a Grand Master of  Ceremonies, you were always prepared and 
made my job so much easier, and your loyalty and support are unparalleled. With one year left to go, I thank you for 
traveling with me through the years, I’m truly honored to call you brother and friend. And by the way, as it’s been 
every year, since we’ve been together, I’ll be doubling your pay again this year.

To the installing team, Most Worshipful Brothers, Hallstrom Jr., Hallstrom III, Pothier, and Iacobucci, you fulfilled a 
wish and that was to have the brethren of  Roger Williams Lodge, my teachers, my mentors, by my side, at the most 
important part of  my Masonic career. From my first knock on the door to this very moment you have always been 
there for me as true brothers should. I thank you for agreeing to make my day special. I will always be grateful to 
you.
To M∴W∴ Brother Bob Ellston, I recall the day you first offered your assistance to me as the newest District 
Deputy in line. Your kindness and a sincere willingness to help are truly the hallmark of  your character. I will miss 
the taunting we shared all the way through the districts, but honestly, it was a pleasure to follow you and Keith and 
I thank you for all the good times. I offer my sincere congratulations for the completion of  your term as Grand 
Master and a job well done.
To the Grand Council, As I watched each of  you join the line as deputies, I was mentally assembling my Grand 
Council, for my year as Grand Master. I could not have hand picked a better team to support me and our 
jurisdiction. Your continued dedication to our craft and the wisdom you possess will be of  invaluable comfort to me 
as we guide the fraternity. I’m extremely pleased and honored to be working with each of  you as we begin our new 
Masonic year together.
This coming year, I’m delighted to have the opportunity to once again make fraternal visits to all our lodges. My 
brothers, I can’t describe how grateful I am to be in this position, but if  you ask any of  the deputies and those who 
have traveled this road, being in the districts is an experience of  a lifetime. Mingling with the brethren, getting to 
know them one on one, are the genuine wages of  a Master Mason and if  that be the case, I’m truly rich. 
Over the years, they have been called many things, more frequently, the workhorses of  the jurisdiction, they are of  
course, the R∴W∴ District Deputy Grand Masters. The decision to reappoint each of  you was not a difficult task, 
you each have demonstrated the dedication and fortitude needed to serve our Grand Jurisdiction. This year, I will 
be calling upon you to up your game a notch, to bring the energy, to re-ignite a desire within our lodges that’s been 
suppressed by the recent pandemic. I thank each of  you for serving, my brothers, I know you’ll do a great job. Our 
ride together begins.
To the Grand Lodge line officers, you each have been selected because in your own way you have contributed 
throughout the years to my Masonic growth and have been and continue to be a good friend and brother. Thank 
you for accepting the position and taking the time to travel with me this year.
My appointment. Selecting someone to join the line is not a decision I took lightly. Yes, there are many good men 
who are fine ritualists, but can they someday have the leadership skills necessary to lead our fraternity as Grand 
Master. My brothers, congratulations are in order to our newest R∴W∴District Deputy Grand Master of  the 
Southern District Brother Michael Cunningham and his Worshipful Grand Master of  Ceremonies, Merrill “Mick” 
Torgan. Right Worshipful, selecting you was as they say “a no-brainer” I think, I will always remember the look on 
your face when you politely asked who my appointment would be, and I responded you! It was probably the same 
look I had on my face when M∴W∴Chip, asked me to join the grand line. You have certainly distinguished yourself  

Continued on Page 18
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ST. JOHNS LODGE NO. 1P WINDS UP THE YEAR WITH ANNUAL AWARDS PRESENTATION AND  
SEMI-PUBLIC INSTALLATION
Bro. Timothy L. Culhane, S.W.

St. Johns No. 1 Providence 
had a fantastic winter and early 
spring and is looking forward 
to a great June and July. At the 
February stated communication, 
Dr. Samuel Biagetti spoke about 
Freemasonry in Rhode Island as it 
was during the Revolutionary War.  
It was an engaging presentation 
generating numerous questions 
from the audience assembled.  
At the March stated communication, 
Brother Thomas Wright was 
presented with his Grand Lodge 
50-year medal. The first section 
of  the Master Mason Degree was 
conferred upon seven candidates 
in a display of  extraordinarily 
well-done ritual.  On March 19, 
the Second and Third Sections of  
the Master Mason Degree were 
conferred in an exemplary fashion.  
Congratulations to Brothers Darnell 
Brown, Saied Dib, Michael Mott, 
Octavio Gomez, Michael Ritz, Evan 

Trapazzi, and Fred Trapazzi, the 
newest Master Masons at St. Johns 
No.1P.  Deep appreciation was 
expressed to the many brothers who 
participated in the degree work.  
On June 15, St. Johns No. 1P will 
have its regular communication 
opening at 6:00 pm.  The program 
will be the Annual Awards 
Presentation and will be the 
last regular communication for 
Worshipful Master Joshua Irizarry 
as his term in the East draws to 
a close.  This is the last regular 
communication before the Annual 
Communication scheduled for 
Friday, June 24. The Annual will 
open at 5:30 pm at the Scottish 
Rite Cathedral in Cranston.  It 
will be semi-public, with guests 
allowed to enter at approximately 
7:00 pm.  Please come out and 
join St. Johns No. 1P and show 
your support for our outgoing 
and incoming Worshipful Masters 

and the officers of  the lodge.

St. Johns No. 1P is also looking 
forward to participating in the 250th 
Anniversary celebration of  the 
burning of  HMS Gaspee in June.  
Information on how and when the 
lodge will be participating will be 
announced as it becomes available.

If  you would like to join St. Johns 
No. 1P for dinner, please make 
reservations with Brother Bill Gouge 
at reservationssj1p@gmail.com or 
by calling 401-861-1757.  Dinner 
is $10 per person.  Although St. 
Johns No. 1P will be dark during the 
summer months, there will be the 
usual array of  summertime activities 
and events which will be announced.  
For more up to date information 
about upcoming events and 
communications at St. Johns No. 1 
Providence, please visit our website 
at https://www.stjohns1p.com.

ST. ALBAN’S LODGE NO. 6 CELEBRATES WITH SUCCESSFUL BURNS DINNER, WILL HOST INTERNATIONAL GATHERING 
OF ST. ALBANS LODGES IN OCT
W∴William D. Stephens, Secretary

The Robert Burns Dinner that the 
East Bay District had to postpone 
in January was a rousing success 
when rescheduled to April 9. It 
was a chance for many Masons, 
family and friends in the district 
to work and play together. It was a 
wonderful way to celebrate spring 
and our re-emergence from the 
shut-in and shutdown times. All 

of  the work was worth it because 
we had a sold-out crowd (covid 
limitations mindful, of  course) and 
raised a few thousand dollars for 
local food banks. Many thanks to all 
who helped make it such a success.

The officers and members of  St. 
Alban’s Lodge No.6 want to be 
certain that all Master Masons 
know they are invited on Saturday, 
Oct. 1, to a most memorable day 

of  Freemasonry at the Grand 
Lodge of  Rhode Island. We will be 
hosting the 69th Annual Gathering 
of  International Masonic Lodges 
Named for St. Alban. The tiled 
communication will see the raising 
three new Master Masons that 
day: one each by the Worshipful 
Masters of  the St. Alban’s Lodges 
in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, 
and Connecticut. The rest of  the 
degree conferral will be exemplified 

Continued on Page 15
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PAST MASTERS, CANDLELIGHT AND A PROPOSAL HIGHLIGHT MT. MORIAH NO. 8 MEETINGS
W∴Roger Lepire, PM

Once a year, our past masters fill 
all the chairs and perform an E.A. 
Degree. At this year’s meeting, 
W∴Tony Rodrigues was Worshipful 
Master for the evening. The weather 
was awful, but many members 
and officers braved the snow and 
slippery roads and came to the 
meeting. W∴Tony and his line put 
on an excellent degree. Our newest 
E.A. brothers are Peter Joseph 
Gingras, Alan Gates Kerr, and Sean 
Matthew Kilduff.  We welcome 
them into our little country lodge.

The next week we held our 
scheduled February Meeting. It was 
our District Deputy visitation, and 
it turned out to be a meeting to 
remember. In February 2020, the 
lodge had a power outage. Two of  
the brothers went out and bought 
candles, and by placing them around 
the lodge we held the meeting by 
candlelight. To commemorate this, 
our officers decided to hold this 
meeting the same way.  After we 
had conducted business, there was 
a knock at the door.  The Grand 
Master of  Ceremonies, W∴John 
Kent, announced that the District 
Deputy Grand Master was waiting 
downstairs. A line of  past masters 
was formed and escorted the District 

Deputy, R∴W∴Eric E. Grist and 
his very large suite into the lodge. 

After being greeted by W∴Ryan 
McNelis the DDGM returned the 
gavel to the Worshipful Master 
who then called the lodge to 
refreshment. The guests for the 
evening were then led into the 
lodge room.  The program for 
the evening was a presentation by 
Peter Iacobucci, M∴W∴Past Grand 
Master.  He gave an off  the cuff  
presentation that was great, and 
also brought quite a few laughs 
from the members and guests.

The Worshipful Master then said he 
had a presentation to give. He came 
down from the east and walked over 
to his girlfriend Sabrina M. Costa.  
He dropped to one knee and asked 
her to marry him. Sabrina was taken 
by surprise, but after a few seconds 
said yes. W∴Ryan then put a ring 
on her finger.  I’m fairly sure this 
was the first time a proposal took 
place at a Mt. Moriah meeting. 
The fact that the lodge was lit only 
with candles made it all the more 
special. W∴Ryan told me that the 
intention is to hold a meeting by 
candlelight every year. In Ryan’s 
words, it makes the meeting feel 

like the days of  Davy Crockett, Ben 
Franklin, and George Washington.

The gavel was then returned 
to R∴W∴Eric who had some 
jovial back and forth with the 
members and his suite. 

By the time this goes to press the 
Testimonial of  our 166th Grand 
Master M∴W∴Robert B. Ellston 
at Twelve Acres will be a thing of  
the past. I doubt not that it was a 
great evening. M∴W∴Ellston has 
made Masonry proud this last year. 

He and his Grand Marshal Keith 
Moan have traveled near and far 
performing Grand Lodge duties, and 
they were well received everywhere 
they went. Their visitation to Mount 
Moriah has not occurred as of  this 
writing, but I’m certain it will be a 
special evening. Not since Wilbur 
Scott in 1906-1907 has a Grand 
Master been raised in our lodge. I 
guess Grand Lodge was waiting for 
someone special to fill that seat in 
the Grand East. All I can say is that 
it was worth the wait. M∴W∴Bob 
Ellston was a great representative of  
our little lodge and our craft. Well 
done Most Worshipful. Well done.

by members of  the Kilwinning 
Club of  Boston, a Scottish group 
of  Master Masons who perform 
a very enjoyable degree.

Following the lodge meeting, there 

will be a Scottish themed table 
lodge conducted by the Kilwinning 
Club. There will be a fee of  $45/p 
for those wishing to stay for lunch 
and participate in the table lodge. 

Reservations for the table lodge will 
be available on line at https://www.
stalbans6.org/gathering. And any 
member of  St. Alban’s No.6 will 
be happy to answer any questions. 

St. Alban’s Lodge Continued from Page 13
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HARMONY LODGE NO. 9 PLANS AN ACTIVE SUMMER SCHEDULE
Bro. Jan A. Zukowski

Happy Summer Season brethren! 
The introduction of  the new print 
schedule for the RI Freemason 
is, as I’m sure it is with your own 
lodge submissions, keeping me on 
my toes.  As I’m writing this, it is 
still very much the beginning of  
spring and Harmony Lodge No. 
9 has just held its annual Easter 
Luncheon and Easter Egg Hunt. 
It was so nice to have this event 
back after the last couple years, 
and to see the happiness on the 
children’s’ faces made it all worth it. 

We also recently conferred the 
Entered Apprentice Degree on our 
new candidates.  Congratulations 
to these new brothers and kudos 
to the officers for conducting 

a fantastic degree. We will have 
Fellowcraft and Master Mason 
Degrees coming soon, so please 
keep an eye on the lodge calendar 
at Harmony9.org for dates.

Until the next publication, here are 
some important dates of  events 
over the upcoming months:

• June 7 – Annual Past Masters 
Meeting and Steak Fry. Lodge 
opens at 6:30 pm with steak fry 
to follow. Please contact the 
lodge for more information 
and reservations. Reservations 
can also be made on the lodge 
website at Harmony9.org.

• July 10 – Harmony Annual 
Picnic at the Masonic 
Youth Center, Warwick. 

Picnic begins at 12 pm.

• July 23 – Harmony’s Annual 
Golf  Tournament to benefit 
Rhode Island Special Olympics, 
Crystal Lake Golf  Club, 
Mapleville, RI. 8 am shotgun 
start. $150 per golfer (see 
ad in this issue of  the RI 
Freemason). For more info, 
please contact Harmony Lodge.

As always, please refer to www.
harmony9.org and the monthly 
Trestle Board for specific details, 
including instructions for placing 
reservations, upcoming dates 
and events. Please continue 
to support your lodge and 
participate as you are able.

JENKS LODGE NO. 24 MAINTAINS ITS BUSY SCHEDULE
Bro. Rick Wilmott

 We are about halfway through 
the year at Jenks Lodge No. 
24, and it’s been quite a year so 
far. We have made eight new 
Masons, and project to raise 11 
in October, and have had a very 
successful social and/or fundraising 
event every month so far!  
In June, several brethren from 
Jenks Lodge and around the Grand 
Jurisdiction will be traveling to Bryn 
Mawr, PA to pay a visit to Harry 
Harotoonian. Brother Harry, who at 
97 years old, is a 73-year member of  
Jenks Lodge and will be awarded the 
Lester Gavel, given to Jenks Lodge’s 
longest tenured member.  We are 
petitioning to not only get a tour of  
the Grand Lodge of  Pennsylvania 

in Philadelphia while we are there, 
but also to be allowed to open and 
conduct a meeting in the building, 
hopefully awarding the gavel there. 
We will also be holding an adult No 
Rules Pinewood Derby on June 25 
(tickets available on the jenksLodge.
com website), and then two days 
later conferring the Fellowcraft 
Degree. In addition, Jenks Lodge 
is planning a couple of  fun movie 
nights, as well as a cigar get-together 
sometime in June and July.
Examining the Parallels Between 
Freemasonry and Martial Arts
Worshipful Master Mark Lomastro 
and the officers of  Jenks Lodge 
are facing a very full schedule once 

we start back up in September. 
One thing you may have noticed is 
that we have been really trying to 
continue our tradition of  getting our 
members and officers out traveling 
to your lodges this year. In viewing 
ritual throughout the jurisdiction, 
we have had many a discussion 
amongst ourselves (as I’m sure you 
have) about what makes great ritual. 
I thought I’d share what I think is 
another interesting parallel between 
martial arts and Freemasonry.
In traditional Japanese martial arts, 
there exists the ancient concept of  
Do vs. Jutsu (commonly pronounced 
“jitsu”). Generally speaking “Do” 
martial arts focus on collecting 
knowledge and the perfection of  

Continued on Page 17
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technique and character. “Jutsu” 
martial arts tend to be more about 
application and physical prowess or 
effectiveness. Most “Do” arts are 
very beautiful and artistic, where 
we strive to as perfectly as possible 
follow the footsteps of  the 
old masters who came before.  
Eventually, through thousands 
of  repetitions, we are able to 
not only attempt to perform the 
technique or kata as flawlessly as 
possible, but also to put our own 
artistic flair or personality into 
the performance based on our 
understanding and interpretation. 
“Do” martial arts performed 
well are truly a thing of  beauty 
to those who understand them. 
Alternatively, “Jutsu” martial arts 
focus on application and usefulness 
in combat. Make it work…now. 
Application over Perfection.  
One of  the reasons many train 
in multiple arts is that we enjoy 
a balance of  “Do” and “Jutsu” 
studies.  With both, we can develop 
our knowledge and understanding, 

perfect our technique, perfect our 
character, and be able to handle 
our stuff. Art and Application. 
Yin and Yang. Boaz and Jachin.
Some of  our brothers have found 
this to be a viable and fitting 
metaphor for one way to view 
the two sides of  our ritual in 
Freemasonry. We have all witnessed 
Masons doing degree work or 
catechisms that are literally word 
perfect, but they are performed 
as just words, either too fast or 
monotone or just lacking meaning. 
Perhaps they haven’t infused the 
lesson into their life yet, so they 
unfortunately have little effectiveness 
in sharing that lesson with any 
depth or meaning. Contrarily, we 
have also heard Masons whose 
memory may not be so good, but 
they have put in the work and have 
tried to apply the lessons inside and 
outside the lodge. Though not word 
perfect and even sometimes totally 
messing up the carefully chosen 
wording from the developers of  
our ritual such as Rhode Island’s 

own Thomas Smith Webb (the 
footsteps or word steps of  the 
masters), these pieces are seamlessly 
delivered because the speaker truly 
comprehends the subject matter. 
They are not just words to him. 
As brothers, we all strive to deliver 
good lectures, but what can make it 
truly great is if  it can be done with 
skill and understanding, as well as 
with meaning and feeling. To me, 
that’s the goal. Developing both 
the Do and the Jutsu of  our ritual. 

Lastly, our thanks to our District 
Deputy Grandmaster R∴W∴Rick 
Baccus and his Grandmaster of  
Ceremonies R∴W∴Rick Lynch 
for everything at our DDGM 
visitation back in March, your 
service with Ethan Place, and 
for your leadership throughout 
the year.  We look forward to 
witnessing your progression 
through the Grand Council and in 
a few years into the Grand East!

BUILDING ON THE FOUNDATION OF MASONIC UNITY
The Grand Chapter of  Royal Arch Masons 
congratulates Most Worshipful Brother Robert B. 
Ellston for a successful year as Grand Master. We are 
grateful for his friendship, leadership, and dedication to 
Masonic unity. Over the years M∴W∴Brother Bob has 
given me great counsel and I thank him for all he has 
done.

The Grand Chapter also welcomes M∴W∴Brother 
Robert A. Palazzo as Grand Master of  Masons for 
Rhode Island who’s dedication to Masonic unity will 
become increasingly clear in the year ahead. We are 

excited to join with him in the many events he has 
planned, working toward a revitalization of  the Craft.

 I am excited to announce that in the coming year we 
will join the Grand Master doing joint Grand Visitations. 
Our fraternity is described as a “Progressive Moral 
Science” suggesting that we progress toward something; 
this year it is Masonic unity.

In Unity,
Robert J. Fish

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest

Jenks Lodge Continued from Page 16
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throughout your Masonic career, and as you both start your journey through the districts, I have no doubt you will 
both be outstanding representatives of  our Grand Lodge. Welcome to the grand line, I wish you both the very best 
in your travels. We all stand ready to assist you in any capacity we can.
The Power to Succeed is in the Master’s Hands

To the current Worshipful Masters and soon to be Worshipful Masters during my term of  office, congratulations, 
you’ve just been dubbed the CEO, of  your franchise. The question now becomes, will your lodge succeed or will it 
fail. The answer to that question lies within each of  you. Because when all is said and done at years end, when you 
give your Master’s report, will you show a profit or will you show a loss. The power to succeed lies in your hands, 
you will deal with the very same issues a small business deals with, it’s up to you how you direct your resources. This 
year I’m encouraging, no, empowering you to think out of  the box, be creative, your limit is limited only by your 
own imagination. Make a plan, set goals, and have a direction, because if  you don’t know the road to travel, how can 
you possibly get to your destination?

My brothers, Masonry in today’s world is constantly being met with ever-changing challenges. As Masons, we must 
continue to evolve to meet those challenges and prepare for what may come our way. All this must happen while 
maintaining our protocols, rituals and Masonic way of  life. The proper maintenance of  these items encourages us 
to work in harmony thereby demonstrating to the world how Masons profess brotherly love, relief  and truth and 
continue to be the leaders in our society. More than ever the principles we hold dear are simply what the world is 
lacking. Our forefathers developed this plan long before they knew what the world would become. The best part 
is that we are ahead of  the strife and confusion that plagues our communities. By living our lives agreeable to our 
tenets, we communicate to the outside world that we are the answer to the bitterness and hostility.
My brothers, this year, I’d like to think that I and your Grand Council will lead with passion. I view myself  and this 
council as servant leaders, someone who leads for the benefit of  others. It is a trait that each and every one who 
assumes the office of  Worshipful Master of  a lodge, or holds a position on a committee, should possess and each 
of  you as members of  this fraternity should expect nothing less. Leadership is not about title; leadership is about 
purpose and a vision. When you have a purpose and a vision that benefits the greater good, then and only then have 
you become a servant leader and that is what this council will be focused on this year.
Have Courage to Follow Your Dreams

As we move into this new Masonic year, there is still much work to do. I will move with eager anticipation toward 
what is possible. I will not get into the intricacies of  what’s planned, but please stay in touch and participate when 
possible, where hoping for a year of  hard work and good fun. My brothers, we all have dreams and when we have 
the courage to follow them, we almost always discover something of  value, and if  those dreams encompass our 
fraternity, we will benefit. Life is full of  changes, we all have the power to change things around us, but it will take 
effort, we must move forward with a “can do” attitude if  we are to approach those changes and succeed. As with 
most Grand Masters, I have goals and ideas and if  I’m fortunate to have your help, we will accomplish great things 
together. The fate of  our fraternity rests with each and every one of  us. We all have a significant part to play. Can 
you imagine if  we all had an attitude of  “someone else will take care of  it,” I suspect the outcome would not be 
positive.

Finally, there are many opportunities within our great fraternity and one never knows when they will surface. We 
need to identify and embrace them, making our fraternity what our forefathers perceived it to be, and that is a place 
of  concourse for good men which promotes peace and harmony throughout the world until “Time Shall Be No 
More.”

My Brothers in conclusion, on behalf  of  myself, this Grand Council and our ladies, I hope to see you this evening 

Let’s Strive to Accomplish Great Things Together Continued from Page 13
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Engage New Master Masons to Meet Lodge Responsibilities
Rick Baccus, R∴W∴Junior Grand Warden

May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
The rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.  
Irish Blessing

As a brand new Second Lieutenant I was assigned to an 
Infantry Company commanded by Captain Jim Jenkins. 
After I served a few months as a Platoon Leader and 
a deployment to Panama, Cpt. Jenkins assigned me 
to be the Company Executive Officer, the second in 
command. 

What he did next was extraordinary. First, he said I 
think we have a problem in the mess hall. Go and fix it. 
I next spent several weeks in the mess hall learning mess 
operations and fixed several problems for our troops. 
He then told me that we have a problem in our Motor 
Pool and asked me to fix it. I then spent several weeks 
in the Motor Pool learning maintenance and fixed our 
problems.  He then told me to prepare our troops for 
the Expert Infantry Badge Test, which I did. Several of  
us passed, which was a great tribute to our Company. 
He never told me how to do it; he just told me to fix it.

At my most recent visitation to Jenks Lodge No 24 
as the District Deputy Grand Master, Metro District, 
R∴W∴ Michael Northup made a presentation on “What 
Came You Here To Do”; essentially saying we need to 
focus on our Blue Lodge responsibilities. One of  the 

most important things is how to engage our new Master 
Masons. I would suggest that we all learn from Cpt. 
Jim Jenkins and give our new Master Masons a job and 
let them figure out how to complete it. They will be 
grateful for the confidence in them. So may their road 
rise up to meet them.

I can truly say that Brother Rick Lynch and my road 
have risen up to meet us. First, we made an official 
visitation to Logia Libertad in February where we 
received an excellent program on the Dominican 
Independence and Heritage Festival. It was a great night 
and I was reacquainted with Senator Juan Pichardo.  

We next had the opportunity to present two 50-year 
veterans medals at Jenks Lodge No 24 to Brothers 
John DiPanni and Robert Kania. Our next road led 
us to St Johns Lodge No 1P, where we presented a 50 
year Veterans Medal to Brother Thomas Wright. I also 
had the pleasure of  presenting Brother Wright with a 
Veterans pin, since he retired as a Lieutenant from the 
U.S. Navy. My official visitation to Jenks Lodge No 
24 included a suite of  18 brothers from the district 
who received the great presentation by R:.W:. Michael 
Northrop that I mention earlier. 

As Rick and I we move on to greater responsibilities, 
thanks to your vote of  confidence in us, we hope that 
God will hold us in the palm of  His hand.

As always, please feel free to contact me at rickbaccus@
cox.net or at 401.413.6281. 

for what we hope will be the first of  many good times we’ll share together.
May kindness, brotherly love and affection distinguish our conduct as men and as Freemasons. May the Good Lord 
bless each of  us and our families, our great fraternity, our veterans defending freedom, and may all our undertakings 
meet with success.
Fraternally,

Robert A. Palazzo, Grand Master

Let’s Strive to Accomplish Great Things Together Continued from Page 18
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RI Freemason
Deadlines

Publishing Schedule

The Rhode Island Freemason is published six times 
based on the Masonic calendar year. Deadlines for 
submissions are listed below for each issue.

The issues will be published as follows:

DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1

FEBRUARY/MARCH
Deadline: January 1

APRIL/MAY
Deadline: March 1

JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: September 1

Aluminum “Tab” Program
The “tabs” on your aluminum cans are recycled for charitable 
donations.  The Rhode Island Shriners are collecting them at 
the Shrine Center, One Rhodes Place, Cranston, RI 02905.
You may drop them off in person, give them to your favorite 
Noble, call the Treasurer, James R. Rapson at 401-374-1813 
or email at Treasurer@rishriners.com and we’ll arrange to 
have them picked up. How many ways can you think of 
to collect them for recycling? The Shriners will sort them 
to remove any non-aluminum material and take them to a 
recycling facility to exchange for cash.  ALL proceeds will 
go directly to either the Shriners Children’s New England or 
Shriners Children’s Boston. 
Some facts to consider:  It takes approximately 1650 “tabs” 
to make one pound of recycled material.  The sale price is 
based upon current market price being offered for recycled 
materials and we will track for best price.  
All work done to sort, process, take to the recycling facility is 
done by volunteer Nobles who believe that they can make a 
difference. WILL YOU BE PART OF THE TEAM !!!

RHODE  
ISLAND  
SHRINERS
 
Together for Greatness.

FREEMASON ADDS MORE ISSUES, SPORTS NEW LOOK

Beginning with this issue, the Rhode Island Freemason 
will publish six times per year.  The six-times-per-year 
schedule will offer more timely opportunities to report 
lodge activities.  It will also provide more occasions for 
stories on the history of  the craft, special projects by 
lodges, community and charitable programs, Masonic 
education, concordant body news, and personal 
insights.  The new schedule, with copy deadlines, is on 
this page.
The Freemason also has a new look. The body text 
is set in a 12-point Garamond typeface with added 
spacing between the lines.  Garamond is a classic 
typeface often used in book printing.  The headlines 
are set in the Futura typeface.  This is a geometrically 
designed typeface that creates a sense of  efficiency 
and forwardness.  It is used extensively in logos, film 
and video production and in a wide range of  printed 
materials.
The combination of  new typefaces and a more open 
layout adds up to a more eye appealing publication with 
improved readability.  
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ETHAN PLACE RECEIVES MASONIC DONATIONS, REPLACES WORN FLOORING
Rick Baccus, Administrator

Ethan Place has received two generous donations from 
our Masonic community. The first was $10,000 from 
Jenks Lodge No. 24 and the Lawton Foundation. The 
second was $3,000 from Calvary Commandery No. 13, 
Knights Templar. Both of  these donations were used to 
replace very worn flooring in the facility. The residents 
and employees of  the facility want to thank our brothers 
in Freemasonry for their generous donations.

Ethan Place Assisted Living was opened in June 1963 as 
the Order of  Eastern Star Home of  Rhode Island under 
the term of  Brother Leonard E. Smith, Most Worshipful 
Past Grand Master. The home was to serve those 
members of  Eastern Star who desired to live with their 
fellow sisters and continue to care for themselves.

With the advent in 1987 of  federal regulations to govern 
the operation of  assisted living facilities, Ethan Place 
was licensed as an assisted living residence. Ethan Place 
continues to provide top quality care to seniors and 
an excellent independent living choice for those no 
longer able to remain in their homes or prefer to a safe 
environment to enjoy their lives.

Ethan Place has been blessed with the support of  
Jenks Lodge No 24 and the Lawton Foundation. The 
foundation provides all types of  support, which helps 
to defray the cost to the resident. In addition Masonic 
residents may qualify for a stipend to assist in paying 
their residential fees. Please contact us for more 
information at www.ethanplaceri.com.
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Who Were the Freemasons Who Raided the Gaspee?
W∴Timothy L. Culhane, 33°, HGA

In 1772, on the warm late spring evening of  June 9 and 
early morning hours of  June 10, an event took place that 
would forever change the course of  American history 
and establish Rhode Island as the true starting place of  
the rising storm that would become the American War 
of  Independence from Great Britain.  
In response to the illegal and unwarrantable interruption 
of  shipping and commerce in Rhode Island, 60 to 
80 Providence men proceeded to the docks on the 
Providence waterfront and boarded seven or eight 
longboats.  With blackened faces and muffled oars, 
they started south down the Providence River toward 
Pawtuxet Village, three and one-half  miles north of  the 
head of  Narragansett Bay.  There, the grounded revenue 
schooner H.M.S. Gaspee lay motionless about a mile 
and a half  away.  These men attacked the Gaspee, shot 
and wounded the ship’s commander, Lieutenant William 
Dudingston, and razed the ship to the water.  
Clearing Up Speculation
For years the rumors and tales distorted of  facts 
surrounding the participants of  this attack and leading 
many to form their own speculative truth about 
the Freemasons involved in the raid on the Gaspee.  
However, here are the facts.  Of  the approximately 64 
men suspected of  being conspirators, 38 are known, and 
six of  them were members of  St. Johns Lodge No. 1 
Providence F.&A.M.  They were Ephraim Bowen, John 
Brown, Joseph Brown, John Mawney, Captain Joseph 
Tillinghast, and Abraham Whipple.  All of  them were 
movers and shakers in the colony and had significant 
impact on our history.  
Ephraim Bowen went on to become the Grand 
Master in Rhode Island in 1809.  John Brown, the 
acknowledged planner and leader of  the attack, was 
the wealthiest merchant in colonial Providence and 
proposed to be made a Mason on March 29, 1758.  
His brother Joseph Brown manufactured saltpeter for 
use in gunpowder, planned fortifications at Fox Point, 
and procured fire ships for the defense of  the colony.  
Joseph received the first two degrees of  Freemasonry on 
April 5, 1757.  
The Brown brothers were second cousins to Joseph 
Tillinghast and second cousins once removed to John 

Mawney and Ephraim Bowen.  John Mawney attended 
to the wounded Lt. Dudingston and saw him safely to 
the home of  Joseph Rhodes in Pawtuxet Village.  He 
joined the lodge on November 8, 1780.  He also was 
living with Joseph Tillinghast who commanded one of  
the raiding longboats.  Tillinghast was an accomplished 
sea captain, sailing for the Browns.  He was initiated on 
May 5, 1784, but his father-in-law was initiated in 1758.  
Abraham Whipple was one of  the most accomplished 
Gaspee raiders and became the first captain in the 
Revolutionary Navy on June 12, 1775, with the 
command of  the Sloop Katy.  He was initiated, passed, 
and became a member on June 11, 1761.
But who were the rest of  the raiders, and were they 
members of  St. Johns No.1 Providence?  Beyond the six 
known members of  St. Johns Lodge No.1 Providence, 
another 34 members are included on the list of  potential 
suspects and relatives of  known Gaspee raiders.  There 
is no hard evidence implicating any further members 
were involved, but there is strong and compelling 
circumstantial evidence.  These men, through their 
professions, had common interests and goals.  Through 
their Masonic connections they shared a common 
philosophy, morality, and an unbreakable bond of  
brotherhood.  
Beyond the six known members who participated, 
we cannot prove the involvement of  other brothers, 
but there is evidence that proves the close fraternal 
and familial relationships, suggesting that many more 
brothers of  St. Johns Lodge No.1 Providence may 
have been participants in the burning of  the Gaspee, 
considered to be the first overt action by an armed force 
against the government of  Great Britain.

Editor’s Note:  This year marks the 250th 
anniversary of  the Gaspee incident.
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Grand Council Officers and Grand Marshal
2022 - 2023

DEPUTY 
GRAND 
MASTER

R∴W ∴Douglas 

J. Grant

SENIOR 

GRAND 

WARDEN

R∴W∴ Andre 

H. Faria

JUNIOR

GRAND 
WARDEN

R∴W∴Rick 
Baccus

GRAND 

SECRETARY

R∴W∴Ronald P. 

Reed

GRAND 
MARSHAL

R∴W∴William 
B. Ripley

GRAND 

TREASURER

R∴W∴Michael J. 

Barboza

Finishing Touch Installed to the “Trolley Stop” Refurbishment 
Bro. Michael Brito, President Scottish Rite Cathedral Committee

The iconic structure located at the southwest corner of  Rhodes Place 
and Broad Street has now been crowned. March 2, 2022 saw the arrival 
of  trucks, cranes and a crew of  five to install the finishing touch to this 
restoration. The beautiful “Rhodes on the Pawtuxet” sign was replaced 
and installed. 

This sign has witnessed some amazing history from its Trolley Stop 
mount. Originally constructed in the late 1800s, the Queen Anne 
styled Gazebo has sheltered travelers throughout Rhode Island going 
to and from Providence waiting for horse-drawn trolley cars. She has 
witnessed the same trolley cars vanish while the advent of  modern public transportation, as well as the automobile, 
transformed our lives.

The structure, sans lighting, is considered complete having been painted, as well as having some minor material 
replacement. The painted handwork on the gable ends looks wonderful as does the perfect color matching, giving 
her that “old world” feel.

The Gazebo restoration was the vision of  the Deputy of  the Valley of  Providence, Ill∴Steven E. Smith and 
Ill∴Thomas R. Yeaw, the Valley Secretary. Tom would have been very pleased to see the completion of  this project, 
but unfortunately did not see it complete as he passed away on January 15, 2022.



The Freemason Magazine:  June/July 2022 24 

THE MAGAZINE OF THE MASONIC GRAND LODGE OF RHODE ISLAND 

Grand Lodge of  Rhode IslandGrand Lodge of  Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue222 Taunton Avenue

East Providence, RI 02914-4556East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650

Fax: 401-435-4423

Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org

Web Site: www.rimasons.org

Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30a.m. - 4:00p.m.

Summer Hours: July and August
Monday - Thursday: 
8:30a.m. - 4:00p.m.

GRAND LODGE ANNUAL PICNIC
August 14, 2022

Masonic Youth Center
116 Long St. Warwick, RI

Tickets: $10.00 Adults, $5.00 Children 12 and under
Children under 5 are free

Park opens at 11:00a.m., food served at 12:00p.m.Park opens at 11:00a.m., food served at 12:00p.m.
Tickets may be purchased by contacting the Grand Lodge office

Angus Burgers, hot dogs, Italian sausages, grilled chicken, veggie 
burgers, potato salad, coleslaw and beverages.

Bouncy houses, pony rides, and face painting by Rainbow


